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i^EPTEMBER lft, 1787. I fet out from 
Madras in company with Colonel Bruce 
and his family, who were going to Trichino- 
poly; but, owing to fevere rainy weather, 
we did not reach that place till the- 17th. 
Having fpent a few days with General Horne, 
who then commanded in the fouthern pro¬ 
vinces, and my other friends at Trichinopoly, 
I purfued, my journey, and on 

September 24th, arrived at Madura, where 
I joined Major Macleod, who commanded 
in this place, and who was to accompany me 
on my route to England. As the Major was 
not quite ready for the journey. Our depar¬ 
ture was deferred till 

B O&ober 
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Odober lft, when we fet off, and arrived 
at Palamcotta Odober 5th. Here the hof- 
pitality of Colonel Bridges, the commanding - 
officer, induced us to fpend a few days. This 
pleafure we the more readily allowed ourfelves, 
as we were not without hopes of obtaining a 
pailage on board a Dutch velTel, then at 
Tutocorin, which we had heard was to fail in 
• a few days for Columbo, and from thence 
with troops*to Cochin, where there was the 
greatefl: probability of meeting with a veffel 
bound to Bombay^ But as we were foon 
after informed that (he would not fail for a 
fortnight, we determined to profecute our 
journey by land to Anjango. Accordingly, on 

Odober 10th, we left Palamcotta, and 
arrived that night at Calcade, where we fpent 
the next day very agreeably, with Captain 
Macneal. 


Odober 12th. We fet out from Calcade 
at fix o’clock in the morning, and came to 
the village of Panagoody, where we refted 
half an hour; we then proceeded to Aramne. 
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the barrier between the territories of the 
Nabob of Arcot, and thofe of the King of 
Travancore. After dinner, we fet out again, 
and arrived at Cotate, where we were obliged 
to put up in the church; for in this part 
of the country there are no Choultries* fqr 
travellers, who, however, find an equal con¬ 
venience in the churches, which, at the dis¬ 
tance of a mile or two from each other, line 
a confiderable extent of the coaft. 

O&ober 13th. We left Cotate at five o'clock 
in the morning, and at twelve arrived at Co- 
lache, a pretty large village by the fea-fide. 
Here we put up in a good houfe, which we 
found uninhabited. Our road this day was 
very bad, and confifted of lanes and narrow 
paths, impalfable to wheel carriages, as is, I 
believe, the greateft part of this country. The 
ground was fo broken, that we were fre¬ 
quently obliged to alight from our palancjuins. 

* There are no inns in Hindoftan. Travellers are ob¬ 
liged to put up in public buildings called Choultries, which 

referable in their ufe the Turkifti caravanfeiy. 

• 

B 2 The 
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The face of the country is laid out in fmall’ 
enclofures; and, though not rich in appearance, 
produces pepper, and abounds with Palmyra 
trees. 

O&ober 14th. At five o’clock in the morn¬ 
ing we fet out from Colache, and proceeded 
along the fea-fide to a village, called Tean-, 
gapatam, where we crofTed the river Curgriar 
in a canoe. Three miles further on, we crofled 
the Neyar, alfo in a canoe, which was fo 
final), that there was reafon to apprehend its 
finking before it reached the oppofite bank. 
We halted this day at a village on the fea- 
fide, called Pooar, and took pofleflion of the 
church, to fhelter us front the heat of the fun, 
which was excefiive. We found the fhore lined 
w’ith huts of fifhermen, who live in great 
mifety, and folicit the charity of the traveller 
with loud and prefling importunity. They 
have hardly any other food than fifh, -and 
even with this they feemed, at that time, to be 
ill fupplied, as the furf was too high for 
them to venture out to fea. Their bodies 
were in the higheft degree emaciated, and co¬ 
vered 
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vered by filthy fores, which, it is probable, 
are occafioned by the poverty and umvhole- 
fomenefs of their diet. Thefe diftreffed -people 
are generally of the Romi{h church, and de¬ 
fendants of thofe, whom the Portugiiefe, either 
by force, or perfuafion, made profelytes to the 
Chriftian religion. They are held in the moft 
fovereign contempt by the inland inhabitants,, 
who not OHly avoid all intercourfe with them, 
but are even folicitous not to approach'them: 
The King engroffes the trade of the whole 
country; no improbable caufe of the did refs 
and mifery we obferved among the wretched 
inhabitants. 

O&ober 15th. We proceeded in the morn¬ 
ing acrofs the river Pally-Yally, about four 
miles to the northward of a village called Vil- 
linjan, which is fituated at the bottom of a 
fmall bay. The neighbouring country is ra¬ 
ther hilly, and covered with jungle*; that 
part, of it which is next the fea abounds in 


* Jungle is a term ufed in the F.aft Indies, which implies 


thicket. 

Bj 

cocoa- 
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cocoa-trees. We halted this day in a church 
called Polly thoor, where we found five or fi* 
black Padres, or Priefts, clothed in the Euro¬ 
pean faftiion, One of them, who faid he had 
been educated in Europe, took upon himfelf 
the office of a bifhop among them, and exacted 
a confiderable degree of refpeA and attention j 
^wfyich, from thefe high pretenfions, the reft 
feemed very willing to. allow him. Though 
thefe people are of as dark a complexion as 
any other of the natives, they have the. vanity 
to claim their defcent from Europeans, and 
pretend that the blood of the Portuguefe ftill 
flows in their veins. The Bifliop -did, not 
feem to have derived much improvement froin 
his pretended European education j for, equally 
with his clergy, he was grofsly ignorant and 
illiterate. 

October 16th. We left Pollythoor at five 
o’clock in the morning, and proceeding about 
three miles,.eroded a river, which leads to 
Trevinderam, the reiidence of the King of 
Travancore, diftant from us about five miles. 
After travelling about ten miles, we .eroded 

(mother. 
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another, about a mile from Anjango, or Angi- 
tanghee, where we arrived about ten o’clock. 
We alighted at the houfe of the refident, Mr. 
Hutchinfon, who received us with great civi¬ 
lity. Here the India Company have a fmall 
fort and a factory. 

October 17th. We relied at Anjango, 
and were informed, that if we had kept a 
more inland courfe, clofe to the hills, we 
Ihould have found a better road, and avoided 
the fands on the fea-lhore. We had, how»- 
cvcr, taken that way which had been pointed 
out to us by one of the King’s men. 

O&ober 18 th. As we found there was no 
immediate profpedt of a conveyance by fei 
from'hence to Bombay, being rather too early 
in the feafon for the return of (hips to this 
coaft after the monfoon, we fet out at fix 
o’clock in the morning for Cochin, in hopes 
of being more fuccefsful at that place. About 
half way between Anjango and Quilon we paf- 
fed through a tolerably well built village, 
called Peroo, and about a mile from thence, 
B 4 our 
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our palancjuins being fattened on canoes, wc 
crofied a lake, which, at the diftance of three 
miles, communicates with the fea. After pro¬ 
ceeding forfome time, through a verypleafant 
and fertile country, we arrived at twelve o’clock 
at Quilon, a Dutch fettlement. The Gover¬ 
nor, a refpedtable old gentleman, who talks 
.Englifhj received us with the greateft civi¬ 
lity, and gave us the ufe of his country-houfe. 
Quijan is a ftrong, handfome fort, built of 
hewn ftone and Chunam, and erected about 
two hundred years ago by the Portuguefe. 
This place is not fo well known as it feems to 
deferve; for independent of the commercial 
and political advantages of its fituation, which 
are confiderable, it pofleffes natural beauties 
fuperior to molt other fettlements in this part 
of the world," The fituation is healthy, the 
environs rich and beahtiful; in a word, were I 
to choofe, a private, refidence for myfclf, I 
know .no, fpot where retirement would have 
fo many ebarms a§ at Qgilon. 

October 19th. We left Quilon in boats, 
at about nine o’clock in the morning, and 
• - at 
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at the dawn of the following day arrived at 
Porcade, a large village on the fea-fide. 

October 20th. About three o’clock in the 
afternoon we re-embarked in boats on the ri¬ 
ver, and at eight next rnoming arrived at Co¬ 
chin. This trip by water tfrould have been 
very pleafant if the weather had been favora¬ 
ble; but the wind was boifterous, and the mats 
that covered our boats were too thin to turn 
the heavy rain that fell during the night. 
Thefe boats, with more propriety, might be 
termed canoes, for if a puff of wind came 
fuddenly on, or we moved fcarelefsly in them, 
they were in imminent danger of being over- 
fet. Whenever the fquall was violent we were 
obliged to put in towards the (bore, in order 
to be under the fhelter of the trees. Cochin 
is a handfome town, built in the European 

| 9 

manner, and ftrongly fortified both by art 

and nature. It is almoft furrounded by wa¬ 
ter, and acceffible only on one fide. 

> 

October 21ft. We fupped with Mr. An- 
glebeclj, the Governor, who, during our ftay 

at 
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at Cochin, 'treated us with Angular politenef? 
and hofpitality. An uncommon degree of 
attention is paid to Dutch Governors in 
the places they command; few fovereigns 
claim more marks of perfonal refpecft from, 
their fubjedts, than thofe exadted by thefe 
lordly chiefs from their inferiors. We were 
unfortunate in not reaching Cochin earlier: 
four days before our arrival an American brig 
had fet fail from this place for Bombay. This 
opportunity having been loft, and no profpedi 
appearing that we ifhould be able to procure 
a palfage from hence by fea, we were pre¬ 
vailed on to proceed higher up the coaft to 
Tellicherry* where there was a greater pro-, 
bability of finding a veflel bound to Bombay. 
We continued at Cochin till the morning of 

Odtober 26th, .when we fet fail, in a Pata- 
mar * for Tellicherry, where we arrived 


* The PatjHpars are open bqatr carrying four or fire tons; 
on account of their being excellent failers, they are fre¬ 
quently employed in conveying letters and difpatches. 

: Odtober 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



JOURNAL. 


ii 

O&ober 29th. • During our voyage thither 
the day* were fair, but the nights very rainy 5 
lb that, as we were badly flickered in the 
Patamar, wd were almofl conftandy wet and 
uncomfortable. We-were kindly and hofpi- 
0ably. entertained by Mr. Lewk, the chief, 
till 

November9th, whenwe embarked, after din¬ 
ner, on bdftrd acountry veffel bound to Bombay. 

November 17th. We put into Goa, and 
on the 18th went on fliore to vi-fit the 
churches and convents. Goa cannot with 
propriety be called a town: the hdufes fland 
feparate, and fome times at a confiderable dis¬ 
tance from each other, along the banks -of a 
fine river. As they are confined on one fide 
by the water, and on the other by fteep hills, 
the inhabitants could hot, as is ufual, lay them 
out in ftreets; a few fmall ones, however, are 
feen in the neighbourhood of the Viceroy's 
palace, which is a handfome and well con- 
ftrufted, building. The military works are 
nUb fcattered in: different quarters j the flrong- 

eft 
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eft of them are thofe that command- the 
mouth of the river, which admits large {hips 
to lie within a few yards of the houfes. The 
churches and convents are the chief orna¬ 
ment of this place; they are magnificent 
ftru<ftures, and very richly decorated; bm 
their windows, like thofe of the houfes, are 
generally compofed of thin, femi-tranfparent 
oyfter {hells. Goa, the principal; eftabhfh- 
ment of the Portuguefe in India, was, takers 
by them in 1508. It was formerly a place of 
confiderable trade, but fince the expulfion 
of the Jews, who were rich in ready.mpney, 
has been gradually declining. At prefent, it 
is rather a loling fettlement, from the ne- 
ceflity of keeping up a ftrong military force, 
to oppofe the encroachments and thwart the 
ambitious views of its powerful neighbour, 
Tippoo Sultan. Were this fettlement in the 
hands of the Englifh, it would be found 
of more value than either Tellicherry or 
Bombay; for it would be a conftant check 
on the Mahrattas, and, in cafe Tippoo {hould 
be inftigated to invade the Carnatic, an army 
might be always in readinefs at Goa to march 

into 
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into his'country, and recal his attention from 

projects of foreign conqueft, to the fecurity 
of his own dominions. 

November 19th. We re-embarked at Goa, 
and arrived at Bombay 

November 26th. As we were making the 
harbour, we paffed a fleet of Mahratta pirates ' % 

unnoticed: the veflel we were on board of 
had been taken by them the year before; but, 
through the interference of the Governor of 
Bombay, Ihe was reftored to her owners. Thefe 
pirates attack veifels of all nations whatfoever, 
except thofe of the Engliih, which our marine 
at Bombay obliges them to refpedh Between - 
Goa and Bombay they fometimes ifliie out 
» with a numerous fleet of boats, with which they 
daringly attack veflels of confiderable force. 

We were unfortunate in not arriving fooner at 
Bombay; for, a few days before, one of the 
Company’s cruifers had failed for Buflora. 

There was now no opportunity of departing 
before the 13th of January, 1788. 

December 
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December 21 ft.- We vifited the famous 
cave, on the ifland of Elephants. This extra¬ 
ordinary piece of antiquity has been already 
deferibed by the ingenious and correct Mr. 
Ives $ I (hall therefore attempt no defeription 
of it here, but refer my reader to the accurate 
plan given of it in that gentleman’s journal. 

January 13th, 1788. In the evening we fed 
fail for Buflora, in the Drake fnow, com¬ 
manded by Captain Borlafe. We were now 
joined by Lieutenant Morris, of Bombay, who 
was to accompany us on our journey over land 
to England. 

January 18th. The wind was high, and the 
veflel pitched to fuch a degree, that I was 
forced from a rope, by which I held, and 
thrown with great violence againft the rails. 

January 20th, being in 60 degrees eaft lon¬ 
gitude, we faw the Perfian ftiore. 

January 24th. In the morning we faw the 
coaft of Arabia Felix, about ten leagues to the 
fouthward of Mufcat. 

January 
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January 27th. We anchored about two 
o’clock P. M. at Mufcat, and in the evening 
went afliore. Mufcat is fituated at the foot 
of lofty, naked rocks, by which it is fur- 
rounded, and extends to the bottom of a bay : v 
the houfes are meanly built, from want of the 
neceflary materials; for neither earth nor wood 
are found here, but are brought in boats from 
a confiderable diftance. It is defended by three 
ill-conftrudted and ruinous caftles, one of 
which was nearly demolifhed fome years ago 
by a French frigate, whofe people Were en¬ 
gaged in a difpute with the inhabitants. Since 
that time, the French have not thought it 
fafe to put in here; but I underftand that 
their government have endeavoured to nego- 
ciate a reconciliation by prefents. 

The fummer months here are exceedingly 
fultry and unhealthy; the rocks being fo heated 
by the fun in the day time, that they do not 
cool during the night. 

The Portuguefe were once in pofTeflion of 
Mufcat i but were driven out by the Arabs, 

who 
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who put the whole garrifon to the fword, ex¬ 
cept a very few foldiers, who redeemed their 
lives by embracing the Mahometan faith. 
The bay is fmall, but affords good anchorage, 
and veffels lying fn it are fheltered from the 
fury of the north-weft winds, which prevail 
in thefe feas : it is, I believe, the only port we 
are acquainted yvith on this coaft, as far as the 
mouth of the Euphrates. The appearance 
of Mufcat does not prepofTefs the traveller in 
, favour of Arabia Felix ; inftead of thofe feenes 
of pleafantnefs and fertility, which the diftin- 
guifhed epithet of happy, has taught him to 
expedt, he difeovers nothing but inhofpitable 
and rugged rocks, without a tree, a fhrub, or 
any kind of verdure. 

January 30th. In the morning we left Muf¬ 
cat. 

February 1 ft. We faw the Gaudel c,oaft in 
Perfia; 

. February 3d. Going at the rate of feven 
knots an hour, with a fair and gentle gale, we 

paITed 
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palTed, early iw the morning, Ca£e Jalques, on 
the Pcrfran, and at five o'clock in the after* 
nooft. Gape Muf&ldorri, dir the Arabian coaft. 
At fisc o’clock P.M.- wi' leathered thb Coins, 
three rocks at the entrance of the gulph of 
Perfia« 

February 4th. About four o’clbck A.M. 
we found ourfel veseotangled among the rocks, 
called the Tombs', a name, which, from: the 
imminent danger that furroundefd us, we con- 
fidered as truly ominous. The wind came 
upon us in fudden and violent fquaib, while 
vivid flafhes of lightning, by giving an occa- 
fional and imperfe<5t view of the perils that 
hemmed us in on every fide, rendered the 
darknefs that fucceeded them doubly diftref- 
fing. In this dreadful fituation we remained 
till the return of day enabled us to extri¬ 
cate our veffel. Meer Joad, late Captain Ba- 
cha at. BulTora, and whom I fhall have fre¬ 
quent occafion to mention, was a pafienger 
with us from Bombay. This Turk, notwirh- 
ffanding the Mahometan do&rine of predefti- 
nation, continued praying in the cabin with 
C the 
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the utmoft fervour and devotion, till hr 
thought we were out of danger; confefling, 
that he had never before felt fo much fear, 
though he was a foldier of fortune, and, in 
the courfe of long military fervice, had been 
expofed to the 'greateft perils. . About two 
o’clock, P-M. we palled the rock of Polior, 
on oar right; and loon after {mother rock, on 
our left. At eight o’clock, P.M. we took in 
fail: we had a gentle gale, with thunder, 
lightning, and heavy rain all night; it was 
very dark, and we expe&ed foon to pafs by 
another rock. We were this day, by obferva- 
tion, in latitude 26—20, North. 

February 5th. We were to day, by ob- 
fervation, in latitude 26—39; the weather 
cloudy: it blew hard at night. Finding our- 
felves in twenty-five fathom water, near the 
pearl banks, we bore away for the Perfian 
Ihore. 

February 8th. We were between Capes 
Naband and Burdiftan. 

February 
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February 9th. We doubled Capd Burdi- 
flan, about feven o’clock, A.M. going at the j 
rate of about feven knots an hour, with a fair 
brede. About nine o’clock, A.M. the ap¬ 
pearance of the Iky, in the north-weft quarter, 
made us apprehend the approach of a violent 
ftorm, which, before ten, came on us with 
tremendous fury. Our main topfail was foon 
fplit; and though the main and other yards 
were immediately taken down, our moft ftre- 
nuous endeavours were hardly equal to the 
management of the veffel. Fortunately the 
fquall did not laft above an hour; other- 
wife we Ihould have incurred the moft immi¬ 
nent danger of driving on the Perfian Ihore, 
then within two leagues of us. As the wind 
was foul, we came to an anchor about five 
o’clock, P.M. and it blew very frelh the 
whole night. Mefir Joad, who was quite 
difpirited by our ill luck in weather, conti¬ 
nued his pra&ice of praying, on every appear¬ 
ance of danger. 

■C f» February 
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February 12 th. In the evening we came to 
an anchor in the roads of Bouftffor, and went 
alhore, to the houfe of Mr. Watkins, the In¬ 
dia Company's Refidcnt, by whom we were 
kindly entertained till the 14th. 

Bouihier is a finall town, in Perfia, near the 
mouth of a river, and meanly built for the want 
of wood, which is very fcarce in thefe countries. 
It is the refidence of a Shaik Naffer, an Arab 
Chief, tributary to thePerfians. Thc hazar, 
or market-place, is well fupplied with provi- 
fions and; fruits, as well as coarfe fhawls, and 
other cloths. The furrounding country, 
which is naked, and without verdure, exhibits 
a dreary and unpleafant profped. The only 
curiolities I law here, were two- large brafo 
guns, which had been caft at Goa, and were 
now lying difmounted without the town: the 
caliber of one of them will receive a ball of 
forty-two pounds. Many, other brafs guns, of 
a large bore, lay neglected on the land, by- 
the river fidej for the Perfians hardly know 
how to ufe them. An old Ihip of the line > 

which 
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which belonged to the Famous Nadir Shaw^ 

5 ophi of Perfia, has been rotting, for thefe fifty 

years paft, in the middle of the river.* 

February 

* There are, at prefent, three competitors for the crown 
of the great and once powerful empire of Perfia ; one of 
whom refides at Ifpahan, and another at Shiras. The lac- 
ter of thefe princes, whofe name is Jaffier Cawn, and who 
is the mofl powerful of the two, having heard, that in the 
general confufion of public affairs, a chief of great import¬ 
ance had ftt up an independent government at Yefd, fent 
to him to demand a tribute, and his perfonai attendance at 
Shirks, to do homage for the country he held. The chief 
of Yefd, fufpe&ing that Jaffier Cawn was meditating fome 
of thofe adls of cruel treachery, which are fo common 
among the princes of the Eaff, exprefled his willingnefs to 
become tributary, but at the fame time declined, under 
various pretences, the perfonai attendance required of him 
at Shiras. jaffier Cawn, finding that he could not make 
himfelf mailer of the chief of Yefd’s perfoh by ftratagem, 
determined to attack him with a powerful force: for this 
purpofc he marched towards Yefd, at the head of twenty 
thoufand chofen troops; while the chief, who knew that the 
mildeft fate that would await him, if he fell into the hands 
of his antagonift, was the lofs of his eyes, his liberty, and 
his government, made every exertion that his critical fixa¬ 
tion demanded; and, determined on conqueft Ot death, 
took the field with all the powers he could affemble. The 
C 3 two 
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February 15th,* Shaik Naffer refufed to 
allow us a pilot, unlefs we would employ him 
up the Euphrates. To this impofttion, which 
the Shaik attempted, becaufe he (hares in the 
hire of the pilots, Captain Borlafe determined 
not to fubmit; but to take the charge of con¬ 
ducting the (hip out of the harbour himfelf. 
Accordingly wc weighed our anchor, and had 
proceeded about two miles, when a fquall 
obliged us to drop it again. After an hour, 
the weather becoming calmer, we weighed 
again; and, through the judgment and 

two armies met, an4 came to a&ion: the fortune of the 
<Jay was quickly decided ; for, in the firft onfet, the troops 
of Shiras, unable to withftand the powerful and fpirited 
charge of the enemy, were broken and put to flight with 
great flaughter, and left the vi&orioqs chief completely 
tpaftej: of the field of battlp. 

J^ffier Cawn, colle&ing the fcattered remains of one of 
the fineft armies ever feen }n Peifia, haftily retreated to his 
own dominions, leaving his fuccefsful enemy not only in 
poffeflion of independence, bpt in a fituation, which en* 
J^blfd Rim to put in a claim to the frown of the empire. 

gQQc| 


Digitized by LjOOQie 




JOURNAL. a 3 

good management of Captain Borlafe, fuc- 
cefsfully cleared the harbour. Our fatisfac- 
tion on this oecafion was the greater, as the 
Shaik was punilhed for his intended extortion, 
by the lofs of the- cullomary profits on the pi¬ 
lotage of the harbour. Having a fair wind, 
we came, about one o’clock, P.M. in fight of 
the ifland of Karak. About five o’clock we 
anchored near it, and fired a gun, as a fignal 
for a pilot: it is from this place that pilots 
are ufually taken, to condudt veflels up the 
Euphrates. About half paft fix o’clock, one 
of them came on board; but his appearance 
did not promife any extraordinary qualifica¬ 
tions as a pilot, for he was very old, and had 
bad eyes. At feven o’clock we weighed our 
anchor, and next morning, 

February 16th, arrived olfthe mouth of the 
Euphrates. We came to an anchor in fout 
fathom water: there was a confiderable fwell, 
and the veflel pitched, and rolled with great 
violence: the fwell continued, with bad wea¬ 
ther, all night. Our (hip was tolled on the 
C 4- waves 
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waves in a manner we had never before expe¬ 
rienced ; we therefore thought it neceflary to 
lower the yards, and take .every other precau¬ 
tion to prevent parting from our anchor, or 
ftriking the ground, which the violence of the 
wind, and the fhallownefs of the water, (far 
we had only two fathom and a half at- the 
ebb of the tide) gave us every reafoo to ap¬ 
prehend. 

February 17th. The wind abating, we 
moved forwards for about two leagues, and 
then caft anchor. The entrance of this river 
is both dangerous and difficult, far the land 
on both fides is very low, and being without 
any objedt, which might ferve as a land-mark, 
is not difcovered but at a very fhort diftance; 
while the want of buoys, to diredt veflels into 
the proper channel, frequently occalions their 
attempting others not deep enough to be 
' navigable. As foon as the error is difcovered, 
they are obliged to put about, and try afrelh 
for the true courfe. 


February 
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February i'8th. We weighed our anchor, 
and moved forwards, under a gentle breeze; 
the weather hazy, with fome rain. About four 
o’<iock,P.M. we ftruck ground in lefs than two 
fathom water; but in a quarter of an hour we 
got the Hup off. We tacked frequently, m 
two and three fathom water, until eight 
o’clock, when we dropped the anchor. At 
the ebb of the tide, we again touched 
ground, but fortunately the weather was mo¬ 
derate. 

February 19th. About nine o’clock, A.M. 
we fpoke with a fnow, commanded by a Cap¬ 
tain Nimmo, and going from Buffora to Ben¬ 
gal. At the ebb of the tide we dropped the 
anchor. Oppofite to us, on the Perfian fide 
of the river, we faw the ruins of a town, which 
was formerly fifteen miles in length: they 
are faid to be the remains of old Buffora, or 
Balfora, and are about a mile and an half from 
the water. 

This evening, the furgeon of the Drake 
and myfelf went to obferve the nature of the 

country 
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country on the Perfian fide of the river; but 
we found the banks fo muddy, that we were 
not able to walk with any fatisfa&ion. I pro- 
pofed returning immediately to the (hip, but 
the furgeon having a defire to go a little fur¬ 
ther inland, to a place he pointed out, I con- 
fcnted to ftay where I then was, till his return: 

I waited a confiderable time; but obferving 
that he had ftrayed to the ruins of old Balfora, 
which were far beyond the limits he had pre- 
fcribed to himfelf, and which I thought 
might induce him to prolong his excurfion, I 
got into the boat. I had no fooner pufhed off, 
than the people on board, difcovering the 
furgeon purfued by five or fix Arabs, called 
on me to run to his affiftance. I returned 
immediately, and, with a few failors, arrived 
juft in time to refcue him; for he was panting 
for breath, and almoft exhaufted with run¬ 
ning. The Arabs no fooner obferved us haf- 
tening to his relief, than they gave over the 
purfuit. It is difficult to fay what treatment 
they intended him: his offence confifted in ✓ 

afking an otp woman for a draught of water. 

This 
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This little anecdote will ferve to give the rea- 

/ 

der an idea of the exceilive delicacy of the 
Afiatics, with refpedt to their women. At the * 
return of the tide we weighed our anchor; 
and about eleveno’clock, P.M. the (hip was 
again aground, on the Arabian fide of the 
river. 

February 20th. We endeavoured to get the 
fhip afloat, but without fuccefs, for fhe had 
been driven into the mud with confiderable 
force; In the evening, a party of us took a 
wajk on the Arabian fide of the river; but, 
warned by the adventure of the furgeon, we 
carried our arms in our hands. We difcovered 
nothing but a boundlefs, naked plain; except 
that, on fhe immediate banks of the river, 
there are numerous palm trees, under whofe 
ihade the fheep find here and there a blade of 
grafs. 

\ 

February 2 2d. At about one o’clock this 
morning, after reiterated efforts, the veflel 
ya$ \varped off the fhore and about twelve 

o’clock 
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o'clock at noon we weighed our anchor, and 
fn about two hours ft ruck the ground ; but we 
got her off again in a ftiort time. 

February 2.3d. We reached Buffora, fend 
went aftiore. Mr. Manefty, the Refident, had 
difpatched horfes to carry us to his houfej 
where, during our ftay at this place, we were 
entertained with the greateft kindnefs and 
hofpitality. This gentleman fills the office of 
refident with great ability, and is as much be¬ 
loved and refpe&ed by the Arabs, as by the 
Europeans, who have the pleafure of know* 
ing him. 

Buffora is a large town, on the weftern banks 
of the Euphrates; meanly and irregularly 
built. The walls of the houfes are, generally, 
conftrufted of mud, and a few bricks baked 
in the fun; and the roofs made by fplit- 
ting a palm tree, and laying the pieces a- 
crofs, from wall to wall: thefe are covered 
with earth, which an heavy fall of rain would 
entirely wafh away. The furrounding coun¬ 
try 
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tty, prefen ts a moft uncomfortable profpeSs : a 
plain,. perfectly flat, extends to the uitnoft: 
bounds of the horizon; without a tree, a 
Ihrub, or the fmailleft appearance of verdure 
to relieve the eye, tired With the fad unifermi*. 
ty of the dreary' fcene. This inhofpitable and: 
extenfive trad, is called the defert; which* 
however, pn other fides, exhibits a more va¬ 
ried appearance. The commerce of Buflbra: 
is not near fo great as it has beenj but it is 
ft ill the principal mart of thefe countries, and. 
carries on a conftderable- trade. The gover¬ 
nor is a Turk, and a few Turkifh and Arme¬ 
nian families are eftablifhed herej but the 
bulk of the people are Arabs. Buffora was 
taken, in the year 178-7, by Shaik Ithooiny, 
a powerful Arab Chief, whofe enterprize was 
fo well concerted, that the garrifon was fur- 
prized, and furrendered the town without any 
refiftance. It is worthy of remark, that none 
of the inhabitants fuffered any injury in their 
perfons or goods, neither did the Shaik exa< 5 fc' 
any contributions from them ; but in half an 
hour after his troops had taken pofieflion of 

the 
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the place, every thing went on with the farrlfi 
regularity as ifno extraordinary event had 
happened. Thefe circumftances, which would - 
do honour to more polilhed and enlightened 1 
nations, induce us to fuppofe, that the Arabs, 
notwithftanding their general charadter for 
rapine, are influenced by fome falutary laws, 
or maxims; at leaft, they ftrongly mark that 
obedience to the Chief, which is the foul of ' 
military difeipline. The Shaik is a middle- 
aged man, of great courage and enterprize j 
which, joined to a vigorous underftanding, 
and a juft and moderate exercife of the fovc- 
reign power, have rendered him dear to his 
tribe, and refpedted by all men. He kept 
pofleflion of Buflora for three months, when 
hearing that the Bafhaw of Bagdad, to whom 
he is tributary, was on the march with fix 
thoufand men to attack him, he fet out, with 
his whole force, to oppofe his enemy on the 
banks of the Euphrates. The two armies met 
at fome diftance from Buffora, and came to 
adtion. The fortune of the day was fome time 
doubtful, but was at laft decided in favour of 

the 
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the Turks: the Arabs were totally routed; 
the unfortunate Shaik himfelf with difficulty 
efcaping, attended by a few followers, who were 
all that remained to him from the daughter of 
the day. He is now foliciting his pardon 
from the Baffiaw, who has refufed it, and ap¬ 
pointed another Shaik in his room. Ithooiny, 
however, at the head of a numerous tribe, de¬ 
voted to his fervice from perfonal attachment, 
is likely to prove a troublefome enemy, unlefs 
he is'reftored by the Baffiaw to his former 
dignity. 

We now deliberated on the route we ffiould 
take; whether we ffiould go direitly acrofs the 
great defert to Aleppo; or, proceeding up 
the Euphrates as far as Hilla, pafs by Bag¬ 
dad, where we might hire Tatars, or Cou¬ 
riers, to conduit us through Moful, Diarbe- 
kir, and Natolia, to Conftantinople. The 
late conteft between Shaik Ithooiny and the 
Baffiaw of Bagdad, made us doubt the fecuri- 
ty of the paflage up the Euphrates, till we 
were informed, from good authority, that the 
country was in a date of the mod perfeil 

tranquility. 


-Digitized by LjOOQie 



J O U R N A L. 


3 * 

tranquility. The route over the great defert 
is well known, and is of the moll tirefome 
uniformity; while that by Bagdad promifes a 
fuccefikm of new and various obje&s, that 
cannot fail of amufing and inftru&ing the cu¬ 
rious traveller. Thefe confiderations having 
determined our choice in favour of the Bag¬ 
dad road, we immediately made theneceflary 
preparations for our departure. A boat pro¬ 
perly fitted up, and manned by nine Arabs, 
was hired to convey us to Hilla. The Arabs, 
in parties of three men, who are regularly re¬ 
lieved by others, draw this boat up the river. 
Each man has a fort of harnefs oh his bread - , 
by which he pulls a rope that is fattened' to 
the top of the matt, while a man in the ftem 
guides the boat, and keeps it at a proper dif- 
tance from the bank. 

March lft. We dined with Mr. Manetty, 
at his country houfe, which is clofe to the ri- ' 
ver, about two miles above Buflora, where our 
Arab trackers were ordered to attend us. 
About four o’clock we ttepped into our boat, 

and 
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and pufried off with the wind and tide in our 
favour. Meer Joad, the Turk, who had been 
pur fellow-paffenger in the Drake, continued 
to accompany us, on his way to Bagdad. He 
was a valuable addition tp our little party, as 
he interpreted for us through Major Macleod, 
who converfed with him in the Hindoftani 
language. 

March ad. About eight o’clock this morn¬ 
ing we arrived at Corny, which is featcd at 
the confluence of the Tigris and Euphrates. 
This is fuppofed, by fome learned men, to 
have been the lite of the garden of Eden: it 
has, however, no pretenfions to this honour, 
from its prefent appearance, which is totally 
unlike what we fhould fancy of a terreftrial 
paradife. 

Corny is a wretched town, furrounded by a 
ruinous mud wall, which is walked on the 
Eaft by the Tigris, and on the Weft by the Eu¬ 
phrates. ' The Tigris is called by the Arabs, 
Shat Frate, and is faid by them to be the 
moft confiderable river of the two j but the Eu- 4 
D phrates. 
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phrates, called Shat Imraude, is at this place 
the broadeft. The body of water formed by 
the confluence of the two rivers, at Corny, 
and which flows into the Perfian gulph, is 
known to the people of thefe countries by the 
name of Shat ul Arab*; i. e. the river of the 
Arabs. 

♦ 

We br<?akfafted on the eaftern banks of the 
Euphrates, near Corny; and in the evening 
difcovered, on the fame fide of the river, fe- 
veral Arab encampments. 

Having this day occafion for fome clean 
Iinnen, I had the mortification to find that my 
trunk was inacceflible. We had brought with 
us a large quantity of baggage, which had 
been thrown into the boat without order or 
arrangement, and was wedged in by a heavy 
cargo of dates, furreptitioufly taken bn board 
by our boatmen; fo that we were not only 

* The European geographers call this body of water Eu¬ 
phrates 5 confideringit only m a continuation of the river 
of that name. 
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deprived of the articles of convenience and 
luxury we had fo plentifully provided, but 
even unable to reach thofe which were effen- 
tially neceflary to our health ahd comfort, in 
the performance of lb long a journey: this, 1 
fear, is not the lift occafion we fhall find of 
regretting that we have encumbered ourfelves 
wi|h fo many fuperfluities. Much baggage is 
.a millftone about the neck of a traveller, in 
thefe countries; it impedes his progrefs, in- 
creafes his expence, and, by the temptation it 
prefents to the fraudulent and. rapacious, 
greatly adds to the rifk of his jourhey. 

Obferving that the Arabs gazed at us with 
particular attention, as we paffed them on the 
river, we concluded that the Turkifh dreffes 
we had bought at Buflbra were not a fufficient 
difguife, without fhaving off the hair from 
about our foreheads and temples. Major 
Macleod, and myfelf, had fuffered our whif- 
kers to grow for fome time paft, and they 
Were now of a fufficient length ; but, infpite 
of this aftd every other precaution, we were 
frequently difeovered to be foreigners. 

D 2 Meet 
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Mccr Joad having informed us that there 
were thieves in this part of the river, we 
cleaned and loaded our arms: we were each of 
us provided with a fword, a brace of piftols, and 
a fufil..Meer Joad had bought, at Bombay, 
a gun of feven barrels; and fo armed, he feem* 
ed to think himfelf invincible. 

March 3d. We pafled, this day, feveral 
Arab encampments; and at night lay oppo- 
fite to cjne commanded by Shaik Hamood, 
nephew to the Chief appointed by the Bafhaw 
of Bagdad to fucceed Ithooiny. As foon as 
we were moored, Meer Joad, and his Caffre 
lervant, went alhore to vxfit the Shaik, with 
whom they fupped, in the Arabian fafhion; 
that is, all the perfons prefent helped them- 
felves, with their hands, out of the fame dilh, 
not obferving any diftindtion, or refpedt of 
perfons. Shaik Hamood was very defirous 
that,we alfo fhould fup with him; but Meer 
Joad, thinking that we might find it difficult 
to adapt ourfelves to Arabian manners, made 
our apology. This Chief gave us letters, 
Which were to ferve as paflports up the river. 

' March 
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March 4th. We continued tracking up the 
river; and as we had now loft the afliftance of 
the tide, and the wind was againft us, our 
progrefs depended entirely on the exertions of 
our boatmen, which were neither frequent nor 
powerful. 

We pafled this morning the ground on 
which the Bafhaw of Bagdad defeated Shaik 
Ithooiny; it bore the marks of having been 
the fcene of great flaughter; for it was abun¬ 
dantly ftrewed with the bones of men and 
horfes. 

We anchored at night near a village 
where a toll is paid: fome Arabs having at¬ 
tempted to look into our boat, as we pafled 
them, were fpoken to by Meer Joad in terms 
of great haughtinefs and afperity; which they 
retorted with fo much heat, as to make me 
apprehenfive of the mod ferious confequences. 

March 5th. Early this morning I was dis¬ 
turbed out of my fleep by the clamours and 
abufive language of Meer Joad and a cuftom- 
D 3 ' houfe 
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houfe officer. Meer Joad, having exhauftcd 
all his terms of reproach, threw a large billet 
of wood at his antagonift, and was proceed¬ 
ing to attack him with fire arms; however^ 
by our interference, further violence was pre¬ 
vented, and the officer withdrew with his 

/ 4 

boat. Our Turk foon after, grew calm, but 
appeared much mortified; as this difpute 
tended to Ihew,- that he was a man of- kfs 
confequence, than he had endeavoured to ap¬ 
pear to us during the journey. We now hear¬ 
tily wifhed he had not accompanied us, left 
the violence of his temper fhoulchbe produc¬ 
tive of fome mifehief ; he had, however, be-, 
trayed no fymptom of this outrageous tfifpo- 
fition on board the Drake. 

About twelve o’clock we paffed Arja, a vil¬ 
lage on the weftern bank of the river, where a 
cuftom-hpufe officer required a fight of out 
pafles, and a buckfheelh, or prefent of one 
piaftre. 

About two o’clock a boat came along-fide 
of us, carrying five or fix men, whom Meet 

Joad 
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Joad declared to be thieves: their appearance, 
indeed, authorifed lome fufpicion. Very 
high words paffed between thefe fuppofed de¬ 
predators and Meer Joad; but the Turk feiz- 
ing his piftols, as if to attack them, they 
fleered, off without molefting us. Meer 
Joad’s condiufl was fo intemperate, that I 
dreaded the confequences ofc:his violence* 
more than any hoftile attempt from the Arabs. 
Jie would frequently alarm us with accounts 
<?f-robbers, which he would pnefently after¬ 
wards contiradi A; and, from the general irre¬ 
gularity of his converfation and behaviour, 
gave us reafbn to fuppofe that his intellects- 
were deranged, by-his anxiety refpedting the 
fete that: awaited him. at Bagdad: 

This night we flopped at about feven miles 
from Axja, at a little village on the eaftern 
hde of the river, where we found four loaded 
boats, bound from Buflbra to Hilla. Here 
Meer Joad went alhore, and returning foon 
after, aflured us, that the greateft danger of 
the journey lay between this place and Seme- 
ua j and fubmitted:to our confederation, whe- 
D4 ther 
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ther it would not be better to keep company 
with the boats, though they might delay us 
two or three days, than venture on alone. On 
, weighing the danger with the delay, we deter¬ 
mined upon accompanying the boats one day, 
and pufhing on the next without them. Meer 
Joad having reprefented to us, that it would 

be more fafe to anchor in the middle of the 

/ 

river at night, than to be moored clofe to the 
fhore, and that an anchor might be purchafed 
for a piaftre, we difpatched fome of our boat¬ 
men to procure one; but inftead of fome in- 
ftrument of iron, which we expedtcd, they, 
brought back a large ftone: with this they 
pretended the boat was to be anchored; how-' 
ever, they ftill fattened it at night clofe to the 
Ihore. 

March 6th. We were furprized about three 
o’clock this morning by a great noife among 
our boat people, who imagined they faw rob¬ 
bers. approaching to attack us; but notwith- 
ftanding the other boats appeared under equal. 
apprehen,fions, it proved a falfe alarm. We 
did not fet out to day till ten o’clock, through 

the 
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the delays of the boatmen; who, though they 
urged fome frivolous reafon for our detention* 
were, in fadl, ncgociating the fale of their 
dates. 

I 

Notwithftanding we advanced but ilowly 
this day, in order to keep company with the 
boats, we were moored at night half a mile a- 
head of them; where, in cafe of an attack, 
they couhd.have rendered us but little aflift- 
ance. We now began to think that the dan¬ 
gers, with which Meer Joad and the Arab 
boatmen had alarmed us, were only decep¬ 
tions, calculated to anfwer fome private pur. 
pofes. Left our baggage fhould tempt them 
to form defigns of a black nature, we thought 
it expedient to promife Meer Jbad the whole, 
of it, on our fafe arrival, at Hilla, with the ex¬ 
ception only of fome neceflary linnen. 

March 7th. We tracked all day until fun- 
fet, when we anchored in the middle of the river. 

We had for fome time thought it neceflary 
to keep watch: to night it was my turn j when 
about twelve o’clock hearing the report of 
fire arms, I turned out all hands. Four boats 
prefently pafifed us, one of which cried out, 

Fringuis 
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Fringe is [an appellation given to all Euro¬ 
peans by the Eaftern nations] c. thefc we found 
Were conducing Colonel Hartley, who had 
been expeded for fome time at Buflora, frpib 
Aleppo,- on bis return to Bpmbay. 

" March 8th. We had a Air breeze all day; 
and hoifted our fail. About four o’clock' in 
the afternoon we paflfed a Village, calledUl 
Grehim, and Aw four branches of rhe Eu¬ 
phrates, which are Aid'to communicate with: 
the Tigris.* ' */- • 

Meer Joad informed us,"thaf he had re¬ 
ceived intelligence from fome boatmen, that 
liad palled 'us,' ‘ that -the plague was at Semev'a| 
and all the way up the river as far as'' 

This was another fabricated ftory; 'though “we 
did not know but that'it was true, till' V , e ar¬ 
rived at Semeva the next evening. ‘ 

March 9th.' Meer Joadahd oiir Arabs pro- 

' ' '*• 

pofed that we fhould land at Semeva, and 
take hbrfes there to carry us to Hilla, ini or- 

This report does not appear to be well founded, as the 
teds of all thefe branches are very narrow; three ofthem" 
wetfc'chryat this thne, and the fctarth appeared'to be tkati 
bsanchfof the Euphrates which is feeq between Semeva and 
Scbay, ' 
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der, as they pretended, to avoid the plague. 
We told thero, that as Seme^a "was but half 
way to HilLa, if they would return us half the 
money we had paid, them, we fhould have no 
objection to do as they propofed; otherwife 
We infixed on their proceeding-with. us^ If 
they had fucceeded; iA perfuadiug us taleave 
the boat, their fcheme was to fell their cargo 
at Semeva, and return to Bulibra rwithout far¬ 
ther-trouble. Jfcfelf an hour after their appli¬ 
cation. tt> us, they informed us, that fome 
boatmen had afiured, them the plague wias not 
.jut'Senteva, and that theijefore it.wats better for 
us to continue in the boat. ’ We reached Se- 
ipeva at fix o’clock this evening, and were 
much importuned bsr the cuftom-boufe oflu- 
eers. for a prelent’ tshefe were fet* on by our 
boatmen, who were in hopes, under cover of 
the prefcnt they expelled we would have made 
to the, officers, to pals their cargo of i dates 
cuftom free; but we refilled fubmitting to 
this grofs frnpofition, apd only paid feven' or 
eight piaftres lor fome'goods, which belonged 
to the Marcar, an Armenian merchant, whef 
js agent for the English at Bagdad, 
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• March 10 th. We fet out from Semeva at 
feven o’clock in the morning; and at one in 
the afternoon pafled, on our right, a branch of 
' , the Euphrates, which flows out of the river 
from hence, and returns to it at U1 Grehim. 
About a mile further we faw a riVer as br6ad 
as the Euphrates, and which runs into it 
from the Well. The water of the Euphrates 
ealily diftinguilhes itfelffrom all other rivers j for 
though it is muddy while flowing, yef, after 
having flood a few minutes in any veflel, its 
impurities fink to the bottom, and it becomes 
the fineft, and moft palatable I ever drank: 
fmall turtles are found in it; but the Arabs, 
through fome religious prejudice, make no 
ufe of them. The country from Arja to Se¬ 
meva is covered with thicket, and is a perfect 
wildernefs. Above Semeva the country is low 
and flat, of a rich foil, and pretty well culti¬ 
vated; however, not a tree, or a village, is to- 
be feen as far as the eye can reach; and only 
at confiderable diftances, a few miferable tents. 1 
Semeva itfelf is a town of a wretched appear¬ 
ance ; but perfons of very large property are 
faid to be among its inhabitants. 

We 
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We this day faw Iheep,^ horfes, and other 
kinds of cattle grazing, which is no ufual 
fight on the banks of the Euphrates. 

At night we anchored^ at Sebay, a large 
ftraggling town, faid to contain near one hun¬ 
dred thoufand inhabitants, whofe Chief is a 
Shaik Thamar: the huts of which it is com- 
pofed, are made of wattles and mats, very 
rudely put together. The banks of the river 
at this place are fo low,.that the neighbour¬ 
ing country muft be frequently under water. 

"March nth. We left Sebay at about fix 
o’clock in the morning, accompanied by a 
boat with five men, whom Meer Joadhad 
hired as guides to condudt us from this dif- 
tridt into the next; but though he had taken 
them under the pretence that they were ne- 
ceflary to our fecurity, their appearance was \ 
fuch as excited in us no fmall anxiety. One 
of them was what the Turks call an Abyffi- 
nian, that is, the fon of an Arab or Turk by 
a Caffre woman. Very marvellous ftories are 
told of the courage and ftrength qf this breed: 

they 

♦ 


Digitized by ooQle 



% 

4A JOURNAL.. 

• they aife frequently employed on defpefate fei*- 
viees, and are ready to ma fiacre any - orte at 
the command of their mailer. A circumflande, 
that ferved to encreafe our folicitude, was the 
misfortune of Mr. Hare, a gentleman from 
Bengal, who was robbed and murdered fome 
years.ago, by the Arabs, near this place. We 
put ourfelves on our guard; and to deter them 
from attempting fimilar violence, we ftiewed 
them our loaded piftols and other arms, which 
we kept within our reach, that, in cafe of an 
attack, we might make them pay a dear price 
for our lives. As thefe people are faid never 
to break bread with thofe againft whom they 
have any evil defign, I prefented fome bifcuit to 
the Abyflinian* which, I was happy to fee, he 
readily accepted. Our-guides left us very 
amicably in the evening, near Lemloon; but 
we were not without fufpicion, that they 
would pay us a vifit in the night. At parting, 

I gave the Abyflinian a new Turkifh gown j 
and to another of the party, who was fond of 
liquor, two quart bottles of cherry brandy, * 
which he immediately fwallowcd with great 
avidity. . - - 

We 
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We anchored at LemlOon, where the Major, 
Lieutenant, learns, and myfelfj thought it 

prudent to keep watch all night* 

* 

. March 1 2 th. This -night we anchored-near 
an ifland formed by thf.river: .the country oa 
both fides of us had a wild and defert appear¬ 
ance, ind was covered with thicket. 

We found here two boats, which belonged 
to fome Arabs, with whom Meer Joad entered 
into an amicable converfation. . We were all 
invited to accompany them on {here, where we 
treated them with pipes and coffee: as they 
were armed with fwords, we judged it prudent 
to wear ours, and to keep at a moderate dis¬ 
tance from them. 

About nine O’clock at night we were alarni- 
ed by a boat coming fwiftly along-fide of us;' 
and, before we had time to feize our arms, 
one or two men had jumped on board; theft 
Meer Joad foon difeovered to be his acquaint* 
ance, who had left Bulfora five days after us* 
^The whole party, confifting of feven Turks, 

were 
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were invited to partake of coffee and tobacco; 
and having ftaid with us an hour, fet off again 
towards Hilla. 

March 13th. We departed this morning 
at day, light, and at eleven o’clock in the fore- 
nOon reached Devanee, a fmall village on the 
eaftern fide of the Euphrates. The part of 
the country we faw in this day’s courfe, was 
on both fides of the river a complete thicket. 

At Devanee our boatmen fold their dates at 
about thirty per cent, profit; but before they 
could agree refpedling the divifion of their 
gains, they quarrelled, fought, and tumbled 
each other into the water. In the evening we 
anchored on the weftern fide of the river, in 
order to avoid the offenfive fmell of a great 
number of dead bodies, which lay unburied, 
and expofed, on the eaftern fide, clofe to 
the town. In about half an hour after we 1 / 
had come to our moorings, we received a vi- 
lit from the Governor and his officers: their 
behaviour was diftant and haughty, and (hew¬ 
ed that we were much more indebted to their 

curiofity 
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curiolity than their politenefs for the honour 
they did ys: we all fat down on the banks of 
the river, and Meer Joad prefented them with 
pipes and coffee, the chief marks of civility 
fhewn to vifkors in thefe countries: the cof¬ 
fee is given in very fmall cups, without fugar, 
or any other addition. Many of the Gover¬ 
nor’s train were afflidted with the venereal dif- 
eafe; and as the Turks have a high opinion 
of European phyficians, they uj;ged me to feel 
their pulfes, and give them medicines. In 
order to rFd myfelf of their importunities, I 
fupplied them with fome trifling remedies; 
though an anecdote, I had formerly heard, 
made me extremely cautious in that article. 
Some years ago a Chriftian Miflionary, who 
pradtifed phyfic at Moful, adminiftered medi¬ 
cines to the Governor, who was ill of a fever, 
and who, in fpite of all the afliftance that 
coiild be given him, in a fhort time funk un¬ 
der the violence of the difeafe.' The Padre 
prefently followed him, for he was cruelly 
put to death by the Turks, upon fufpicion 
E that 
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that his remedies might either have occafion- 
ed, or accekrated their Bafhaw’s diiTolutioa. 

March 14th. We fet off from Devanee, 
but did not advance more than twelve miles ; 
owing to the banks of the river being covered 
■vcith thicket, and the boat frequently touch¬ 
ing ground. About two o’clock this day we 
•deferied feven or eight horfemen alhore; and 
foon afterward we obferved a boat, which hid 
itfelf in a fmall bay. Meer Joad was alarm¬ 
ed, as ufual, and dire&ed us to (land to our 
arms till we had pafled them; which we did 
foon after, without moleftation. We began 
now to be tired of the frequency of thefe pre¬ 
tended dangers, which appeared to have no 
foundation but in Meer Joad’s difordered 
imagination: in fad, we had more to appre¬ 
hend from his ralhnefs and imprudence, than 
from any other evil whatfoever j however, as 
we were unable to converfe with the Arabs, 
we were neceflarily obliged to fubmit ourfelves 
to his guidance. We anchored at night near 
thickets, which abounded in jackalls, of a 

larger 
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larger fize than thofe of India. We could fee 
no village, but heard at a diftance the noife of 
people, whom we took to be fhepherds. The 
days were now become intolerably hot, and 
the nights cold* 

March 15th. We palled Khufcufea, a vil¬ 
lage on the eaftern fide of the river; and our 
boat having been perceived at fome diftance, 

the Chief, with a company of eight men, crof- 

/ 

fed the river, near the place where we were 
tracking, and waited for us with their arms in 
their hands: however, as we were armed, and 
prefented ourfelves to them with fome confi¬ 
dence, they contented themfelves with faluting 
Meer Joad, and then retired, without making 
any demand. Had they not found us fo well 
prepared for their reception, it was evidently 
their intention to have exadted a prefent for 
luffering our boat to pafs. We had a fair 
wind to day, and fet the fail till twelve o’clock 
at night. 

E 2 March 
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March 16th. The wind continued fair-, and 
at- ten o’clock at night we reached Hilla, which 
is built on the fite of ancient Babylon. 

March 17th. We lodged the baggage in 
the caravanfary; and, agreeably to our pro- 
mife, gave the whole of it to Meer Joad, ex¬ 
cept a little neceffary linnen; for we were de¬ 
termined to rid ourfelves of what we had 
found an intolerable incumbrance. In the 
evening we paid a vifit to the Governor, who 
received us with civility, and treated us with 
pipes and coffee. We expedled to have horfes 
for our departure this evening, but Meer Joad 
affured us they could not be procured. The 
facft was, that though we had given up the 
property, we had not rid ourfelves of the in¬ 
convenience of our baggage, with which we 
were again to be incumbered, on our route to 
Bagdad, where Meer Joad’s family redded; 
and the impoflibility of procuring horfes to 
fet out this day, was merely a pretence for 
waiting, till a fufficient number of beads of 
burthen could be procured, to carry the valu¬ 
able prefent we had-made him. 

March 
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March 18th. After a delay of two hours, 
(pent in loading ten afles with the baggage, 
we fet out about feven o’clock in the morning, 
and immediately croffed the Euphrates, over 
a bridge of boats. Our. horfes were miferably 
poor and weak: we made drift, however, to 
reach the firft caravanfary about eleven 
o’clock. Meer Joad had prudently provided 
a good horfe for himfelf, which he had kept 
out of fight till the reft of the party were 
mounted. After refting ourfelves for two 
hours, we fet out again; and at four o’clock 
in the evening arrived at another caravanfary. 
Soon after our arrival two horfemen came in, 
who, on being fpoken to in an authoritative 
tone by Meer Joad, immediately departed. 
Thefe, he informed us, were thieves, who 
came to fee what travellers might be iri the 
caravanfary. At feven o’clock we departed 
on frefh horfes, very little fuperior to thofe 
we had quitted: we were, notwithftanding, 
required to pay five piaftres for the hire of 
them to Bagdad; though the fair price from 
Hilla thither is only two piaftres. We patted 
Scandera in the night, and at one o’clock in 
E 3 the 
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the morning reached Beranofs. We unloaded 
the afles in the defert, at a fhort diftance from 
the village, and then lay down on the ground 
to deep till day-light. The earth in this part 
of the country is quite parched upj not 4 
blade of grafs is to be feen, and water is ex¬ 
tremely fcarce. In fummer the heat of the 
day is excelfive, and is fucceeded by piercing 
cold at night ; a contrail which is found to be 
highly injurious both to animal and vegetable 
life. 

March 19th. We fet out at feven o’clock 
in the morning, and at ten arrived at Azad} 
where we halted the whole day. We differed 
fome diftrefs at this place, from the fcarcity 
of water: the only fupply we could have, was 
from a deep well, that did not afford above 
four galldns, which was very dirty, and of an 
unwholfome quality. In our road to day, we 
obferved fome ruins of ancient Ctefiphon,now 
called Tauk Keflera j but we were informed* 
they were not worth any particular attention. 
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March 20th. We left Azad about one o’clock 
in the morning, and crofling the Tigris over 
a bridge of boats, entered,- at dawn of day, 
the city of Bagdad, in which we took up our 
quarters at the houfe of the Marcar, an Ar¬ 
menian merchant, who is agent for the Eng- 
lifli at this place. This was the period of 
Meer Joad’s journey; but the fhortnefs of our 
ftay at Bagdad, prevented our being informed 
whether he fucceeded in making his peace 
with the Bafhaw. He was the fon of a Geor¬ 
gian Have by a Turkifh woman; and, having 
no patrimony but his fword, embarked at an 
early period of life in the profeflion of arms. 
The firft military employment he obtained 
was under an independent Chief, in the coun¬ 
try of Scind, from whofe fervice he pafled in¬ 
to tha't of a Prince, in Bengal, where he re¬ 
mained many 'years, and became acquainted 
with the famous Monlieur Chevalier, the 
French Governor of Chandarnagore. This 
gentleman being about to convey the large for¬ 
tune he had amalTed to Europe, overland, en¬ 
gaged Meer Joad to accompany him. Their 
E 4 journey 
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journey was full of hardihip and danger; and 
■in their paflage over the defert, they were fre¬ 
quently attacked by numerous bodies of Arab 
plunderers, whom they repulfed with uncom¬ 
mon fuccefs. Monfieur Chevalier was fo well 
fatisfied with Meer Joad’s courage and con- 
duift on thefe difficult occafions, that, as foon 
as he arrived in France, he recommended him 
to the French miniftry, and exerted his inte- 
reft fo effedually in his behalf as to procure 
him the cdmmiffion of a field officer in the 
Duke of Luxemburgh’s legion. In the unfuc- 
cefsful expedition againft Jerfey, he was 
wounded and taken prifoner. After a deten¬ 
tion of five months in England, he was ex¬ 
changed, and upon his return to France was 
honoured by the King with a gold medal, ex- 
preffivc of his gallant behaviour. The Lux- 
embtirgh legion being under orders for the 
ifland of Ceylon, whither Meer Joad had no 
inclination to go, he refigned his comtniffion 
in the French army, and returned to his native 
city Bagdad. Here the fame of his fervice in 
Europe, and letters of recommendation from 
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perfons of high confequence in France, pro¬ 
cured him the appointment of Captain Bafhaw 
of the Turkifh fleet at Buflora, which he held 
till the capture of that place by Shaik Ithooiny. 
As his conduct on this occaflon rendered him 
liable to fufpicions of having a private under- 
ftanding with the Arab Chief, he thought it 
prudent to take refuge at Bombay, till the 
firft emotions of the anger the Bafhaw might 
have conceived againft him fhould have fub- 
lided. His whole behaviour, however, dur¬ 
ing his journey with us, was expreflive of the 
moft diftrefsful anxiety refpedting the recep- 
tion he fhould meet with on his return. He 
was a lufty, perfonable man, about the age of 
forty: fpoke the Turkifh, Hindoftani, Ara¬ 
bic, and French languages well, and fome 
others imperfe&ly. He was evidently en¬ 
dowed with good natural abilities, but was 
totally illiterate j not even poffefling the ufe- 
ful arts of reading and writing, of which he 
confefled and regretted his ignorance. 

Bagdad is feated on the eaftern banks of the 
Tigris, in Irac Arabi, oppofite to the fite of 
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fcncient Seleucia. The houfes arc better built 
here, than in any other part of this extenlive. 
country I have feen; though they will nut 
bear a comparifon, either for elegance, neat- 
nefs, or convenience, with thofe of Europe-. 
The town exhibits, every where, an appear¬ 
ance of fplendor and opulence, and is crowd¬ 
ed with inhabitants. It was built in the year 
763, by Almanzor, fecond Caliph of the Ab- 
baflides: in the thirteenth century it was 
taken by the Turks, by whom, and the Per- 
fians, it was held alternately, till the year 
1638, when it was captured, for the laft time, 
by the Turks, in whofe poffeflion it has re- ' 
mained ever fince. It is furrounded by a wall 
four miles in circumference, but unequal to 
any defence againft artillery. This is; in fadt, 
the cafe with almoft all the military Works, of 
the Turks and Perfians: for thefe nations, 
from their ignorance of the proper manage¬ 
ment of cannon, hardly ever made ufe of theih 
in their lieges j they would not, therefore, be 
at the expence and labour of conftrudting for¬ 
tifications to refill a weapon of war, which, 

however 
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however formidable, was fo rarely employed 
againft them. However, the late introduction 
of Chriltian officers into the- fervice of the 
Porte, may, among the Turks at leaft, pro, 
duce a confiderable improvement in their 
mode of fortifying.' The Caliph Almanzor, 
on account of a fedition among the people of 
Hafemia, his capital, transferred the feat of 
empire to Bagdad; and, notwithftanding the 
popular tumults that agitated his whole reign, 
compleated the eredtipn of his new metropo¬ 
lis in lefs than fix years. It takes its name 
from Bag, which fignifies a garden, and dad, 
the name of a dervife, or hermit, on the fite 
of whofe garden a part of the city was built. 
Some authors h^ve called it New Babylon; 
probably becaufe it was peopled by the inha¬ 
bitants of Old Babylon, which was diftanf from 
it only one day’s journey. 

Bagdad is the feat of a Pachalic, which ex¬ 
tends froin near Moful to Buflbra; and, lying 
at a diftance from the capital of the empire, is 
a poll of great tjrqfi and importance. Thp 
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fum remitted by the Bafhaw to Conftantino- 
ple, is inconfiderable: the large proportion of 
its revenue that remains, is either expended 
in fupporting the ftate of the Governor, or in 
maintaining a ftrong military force; which, at 
the fame time that it keeps the frontier pro¬ 
vinces to their allegiance, protedls them from 
the invafion of a foreign enemy. 

Two Tatars*, or couriers, were engaged for 
x us here, by the Marcar. Thefe people are 
perfons of fome confequence, and are - employ¬ 
ed in conveying public defpatches from one 
Government to another: great confidence is 
placed in their fidelity, and they are frequently 
entrufted with packets of the higheft value and 
importance. The terms agreed upon with 

* The word Tatar fignifies, in theTurkifh language, 
a courier, or meflenger, and in the pronunciation is ac¬ 
cented on the lad fyllable: mod authors, however, have 
corruptly w ritten it T a r t a r ; which has induced uninformed 
perfons to fuppofe, that the office of courier, in Turkey, 
was generally held by people of the Tartar nation. 

our 
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Our guides were, that they fhould conduct us. 
to Conftantinople for twelve hundred piaftres, 
in which fum the charge of provifions, horfes, 
and every other incidental expence was to be 
included. Having lightened myfelf of all bag¬ 
gage, except fuch neceffaries as I could carry 
on my horfe, I expedled to reach Conftanti¬ 
nople in twenty, or twenty-five days. The 
computed diftance from hence to that city, is 
fifteen hundred miles; but I think that num¬ 
ber exceeds the truth; becaufe the tatars fre¬ 
quently perform the whole journey in twelve 
days, and we heard of one who executed it in 
eleven. As the Tatars ride very hard, and I 
had fuffered much from a fhort excurfion on 
horfeback, at Buflora, my companions re¬ 
commended to my confideration, whether it 
would not be better to ftrike off from hence on 
camels, over the great defert to Aleppo, than 
undertake fo long and hafty a journey on 
horfeback; to which, from not being accuf- 
tomed to riding, I might, on trial, find my¬ 
felf unequal. I had, however, predetermined 
to adopt that courfe, which would the fooneft 
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gratify the impatience I felt of feeing again 
pay native country; and, in the hope that my 
reiblution would bear me up under the fatigue 
and novelty of the fituation, I prepared myfelf 
to accompany the Tatars. In order to avoid 
the infults of the Mahometans, we equipped 
ourfelves in every refpeCt like our conductors. 
My drefs confifted of a fhirt without a collar, 
a waiftcoat, a loofe blue coat, and a pair of 
wide trowfers, reaching to the calf of the leg, 
where they were gathered to lit clofe: I wore 
on my fefet leather focks, which covered the 
ancles, and over them a pair of clumfy and 
large red boots. My head was covered by a 
thick yellow cap, without a flap, and border¬ 
ed, for the depth of four inches, with fheep’s 
fkin; and, to complete me in my Turkilh 
garb, a girdle or falh of cotton cloth was 
drawn round my waift, as tight as I could 
bear it; and though at firft I found this pari; 
of my drefs rather inconvenient, it afterwards 
proved of great fervice, in enabling me to fup- 
port the violent motion and fatigue of the 
journey. I Ihould add, that, like the Tatars, 

I was 
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I was provided with a Ihort whip, and a to¬ 
bacco pipe carried in the boot. 

We had expedted to have fet out two days 
after our arrival at Bagdad.; but the Marcar 
urged, ,that one of the Tatars he had engaged 
was juft returned from a long journey, and 
wilhed to have a few days repofe; and that 
our pals was not yet made out. We began 
to fear that the Balhaw withheld it for the. 
purpofe of extorting a prefent from us; but, 
to our great fatisfadtion, we received it in the 
morning of the 24th. 

March 24th. At twelve o’clock at noon we 
mounted our horfes, and departed from Bag¬ 
dad. Our party Confided of Major Macleod, 
Lieutenant Morris, Mahommad Aga, and 
Bekir Aga, the Tatars, Mahommed, their 
Turkilh fervant, Coja Bogos, an Armenian 
merchant from Conftantinople, and myfelf. 
We now bid adieu to wine, brandy, and all 
other refrelhments we had provided at Bom¬ 
bay, in the intention of palling the great de- 
fert: however, as I knew from experience, 
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in a variety of inftances, the happy effects of 
tea, I referved a fmall bag of it, with a little 
fugar; and, to be prepared for accidental lick- 
nefs, I carried with me a few of the molt ne- 
ceflary medicines. Soon after we had left 
Bagdad we overtook a Turk, leading four 
horfes loaded with goods, who, we underftood, 
was-to accompany us to Conftantinople. This 
circumftance explained the Marcar’s delay in 
procuring the pafs; for it is probable that we 
were detained only while the merchandife we 
then faw was getting ready. This addition to 
our little caravan deftroyed the agreeable ex¬ 
pectation we had formed of being at Conftan- 
tinople in twenty or twenty-five days; in 
which time, if the traveller is unincumbered 
by merchandife or baggage, the journey may 
be very eafily performed. We arrived in 
five hours at Yankja, the firft poft or Konac 
from Bagdad. After we had fupped on fome 
well-tafted mutton, drefled after thfe Eaftern 
faftiion with a great deal of butter, we were 
each of us provided, by the matter of the Konac, 
with a mattrefs and pillow, on which we flept 
in the open air. The night was pleafant, and 
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free from damp: in this country they have 
Very little rain; feldom above five or fix 
(howers in the whole yean 

March 25th. We fet out frotn Yankji 
about one o‘clock in the morning; and having 
marched about four hours, by day-brpak ar¬ 
rived at a Konac, where we procured fome 
warm milk, and refted ourfelves for half an 
hour: we then moved on again for about two 
hours, and halted at a Konac till twelve 
o’clock. About four o’clock in the afternoon 
we reached Dely Abbas, another Konac on the 
fide of a river, which flows into the Tigris, 
and which we croflfed over a bridge. From 
the mouth of the Euphrates to this place, a 
length of country of near fix hundred miles, I 
do not recolle<£t to have feen the fmalleft hil¬ 
lock, or a Angle ftone the native produce of 
the country. 

March 26th. We fet out at one o’clock in 
the morning, and after two hours march 
reached the Kufcadawire hills. As'the pafs 
here is of fome danger, the Tatars kept the 
F party 
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party dofe together, till we had defeended in¬ 
to the open country, which employed us for 
two hours. At day-break we croffed the river 
Shat Narin, which flows into the Tigris, but 
was now almoft dry. At feven o’clock we 
arrived at Karatapa, a Konac, feated- in a very 
poor country. We eat fome pillaw here ; and 
having procured frefti horfes, which we had 
not been able to do. at any of the former Ko- 
nacs, on account of the large number we 
required, we fet out, after two hours repofe, 
for Kuffrie: this place we reached in three 
hours. Notwithftanding out road this day 
was- both rugged and ftony, our guides, with¬ 
out any confideration for the horfes, led us on 
at a brifk gallop; feldom going at a lefs rate 
than eight miles, an hour. After dining a,t 
Kuffrie, and procuring frefli horfes, we fet 
out for Toufcourmartee; and, keeping the 
hills about a mile on our right, arrived there 
at fix o’clock in the evening; we went this 
day, by calculation, feventy-fix miles. A 
very rough horfe had fallen to my lot this 
flage, and upon difmounting him, I found 
_myfelf fo unwel, that I began to defpair of 
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my ability tt> profecute the journey; and dur¬ 
ing the whole of this night, notwithstanding I 
had refrefhed myfelf with tea, and that my 
bed was foft and comfortable, I did' not clofe 
my eyes in fleep. Mahommed Aga, and 
Coja Bogos,.-were likewife much Indifpofed. 

• March 27 th. , We. fet out with” frefh horfes 
from ToufcQur'martee before day-break, and 
in three hours arrived at Taook. I had the 
good fortune to be mounted to day upon an 
Arab mare, which carried me fo.eafily, that I 
recovered from the fatigue and jolting I had 
Suffered the preceding evening. We had hi¬ 
therto been tolerably well mounted; for the 
Arab horfes, though not large, are poffeffed of 
great Strength, ha^dinefs, fpirit, and agility: 
but we were informed that this was the laft 
place, on the road to Constantinople, where 
we Should find the true Arabian breed. As 
we approached the Konac, we croffed the bed 
of a pretty .large river, then almoft dry. . 

We fet out again on ffeth horfes at one 
o’clock, in very hot weather: we croffed the 
F 2 river 
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river mentioned above, four times, at the 
foot of fome low hills, which are faid to 
be much infefted with thieves j in palling 
them, therefore, we pulhed on at a brilk pace, 
keeping clofe together. At four o’clock in 
the afternoon we arrived at aKonac, called 
Tepellee, feated in a pleafant and cultivated 
country. As Mahommed Aga, our chief Ta¬ 
tar, was ill, as well as Coja Bogos, we halted 
here for the night. The mafter of the Konac 
fhewed us great civility, and fupplied us with 
plenty of excellent provifions. 

March 28th. We left Tepellee at about fix 
o’clock in the morning, and arrived at Kir- 
cook at ten. Our road lay over a fine, culti¬ 
vated, and extenfive plain, bounded on all 

fides by low hills. 

/ 

Kircook, though the capital of Turkifh 
Curdiftan, is a very inconfiderable town: it 
was vifited fome years ago by the plague, 
which, from the number of tombs which are 
feen in the neigbourhood, muft have made 
great ravages among the inhabitants. The 
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entire province of Curdiftan is divided be¬ 
tween the Turkifh and Perfian Government. 
The people called Curds, are fuppofed to be 
defendants from the ancient Parthians, and 
offer adoration to Sheitan, or Satan; whom, 
confidering as the author of all evil, they wor- 
fhip to prevent his caufing mifchief to them, 
or to their cattle. A few of them join 
the Turks in occupying the towns; but 
the greater number prefer a wandering, pafto- 
ral life, like the Arabs, whom they likewife 
refcmble in their difpofition to rapine and 
violence. 


March 29th. As the Konac at Kircook 
was tolerably comfortable and convenient, and 
our head Tatar was ftill very much indifpofed, 
we did not proceed to day. I adminiftered 
fome medicine to the Tatar, which appeared 
to relieve him. 


March 30th. We fet out at eight o’clock 
in the morning on frefh horfes, with a guard 
of twenty-five men, to protedt us through 
fome hills, which are near this place, and four 
F3 or 
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or five miles in breadth. Our efcort accom¬ 
panied us for about fifteen miles; but not- 
withflanding our condu<flors had (hewn great, 
apprehenfions of an attack, and defired us to 
load our arms, we arrived at Alton Kuffrie, at' 
three o’clock in the afternoon, without molef- 
tation. This is a town feated on an ifland, 
formed by the river of the fame name, which 
is large and rapid. The bridge of communi¬ 
cation from the ifland to the main land, is at 
night dangerous to travellers, being without 
parapet walls. Our road to day lay over a 
plain, ill cultivated, but not without verdure. 

. We were joined this morning by a Turkilh 
mulician, who played on a kind of guittar, to 
which he fung in a barbarous, inharmonious 
manner. Our chief Tatar being flill extreme¬ 
ly unwel, I adminiftered to him, without his 
knowledge, fome tartar emetic, which carried 
off a great quantity of bile, and relieved him 
confiderably. I recommended to him tofpare 
himfelf a little, by not travelling fo much by 
day, expofed to the fcorching heat of the fun; 
but Jae replied, that this was unavoidable, on 
account of the great number of plunderers 
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that infeft thcfc roads, and generally attack 
by night. 

March 31ft. We left Alton KufFrie, on 
frdh horfes, at feven o’clock in the morning, 
accompanied by an efcort of fifteen men. Af¬ 
ter eroding fome low hills, which were partly 
cultivated, we came to a plain; and having 
palfed a village on our right hand, • called 
Khuflapa, found ourfelves, at half pall three 

o’clock in the afternoon, at Evril, the ancient 

/ 

Arbela, near which Alexander overthrew Da¬ 
rius. This is now a fmall village, but de¬ 
fended by a fort, partly built of mud, and 
partly of bricks, like that of Kircook; it Hands 
on an artificial hillock, or mound of earth. 
Thefe eminences, which we had frequent oc- 
eafion to obferve in our journey, from the 
fimilarity of their lhape, and from their al¬ 
ways Handing fingly on the plains, are evi¬ 
dently the produce of human art and induHry. 
It is not unreafonable to conjecture, that they 
were raifed either to preferve the inhabitants 
from inundations, or to fecure them againft a 
furprize, from their enemies. About four 
F 4 o’clock 
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o’clock we arrived at a fmall village, called 
Ankava, two or three miles from Evril. 

April i ft, Having procured frelh horfes, 
we fet out from Ankava at fix o’clock in the 
• morning; and at five o’clock in the evening 
reached Karakoolh. The firft portion of 
country we paired in our way to this village, 
was fertile and level; afterwards we found the 
ground barren, and broken by irregular decli¬ 
vities. At eighteen miles diftance from An¬ 
kava we paffed through Killick, a village 
feated on the banks of the river Zarp, which 
flows into the Tigris. The inhabitants of this, 
place are Manicheans, and fuch adtive and 
daring thieves, that we were obliged to be 
conftantly on the watch, left they lhould pil¬ 
fer fome of our baggage: we were, nevCrthe- 
lefs, obliged to take three of them to relieve 
fome of our efcort from Ankava. We crofted 
the Zarp with the merchandife on a fort of 
platform, fupported by lheep (kins filled with 
air; our horfes followed, being led by a boy, 

who fwam on one of thefe inflated Ikins. On 

, / 

the banks of the river we were joined by nine 

horfemen. 
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horfemen, who faid they were travellers: they 
were well mounted, but raggedly clothed 
and accoutred; being in appearance, like our 
Killick guard, profefltonal thieves. Six miles 
from the Zarp, and as many from Karakoofli, 

l 

we forded another river, called the Hafir. . 

Mahommed Aga, our chief Tatar, was fo ill 
that he could not accompany us to day, but 
ftaid behind at Ankava. The people of the 
Konac pleading poverty, in excufe for not fup- 
plying us with candles, and other neceflarics 
it is cuftomary for them to furnifh, Bekir Aga, 
Mahommed his fervant, and Bogos, tied three 
of them hand and foot, and beat them unmer? 
cifully with their whips. I was fearful that 
an adt of fo much violence would not only 
have been refented by the people of the Kq- 
nac, but by the whole village; but, to my 
great furprize, no fooner were their cords 
loofened, than the very men who had been fo 
roughly treated, brought us every thing we 
required. *11115 circumftance fufficiently ex¬ 
emplifies the cruel tyranny of the Turks over 
the original inhabitants of the countries they 
have conquered, 

April 
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April 2d. We left Karakoofli at fix o’clock 
in the morning, and arrived at Moful about 
nine. Our JCillick horfemen left us about 
half way, and after their departure we pufhed 
on as faft as poflible, in order to be out of their 
reach, in cafe they fhould return to rob us. 
The Curdiftan mountains, capped with fnow, 
were at a confiderable diftance on our right. 
Before we entered Moful, we croffed the. Ti¬ 
gris in a boat; the bridge of boats being now 
out of repair, and the chains, by which it is 
held at one end, broken. 

Moful is a large town, feated on the weftern 
bank of the Tigris j and, comparatively fpeak- 
ing, is the only place of a handfome appear¬ 
ance we have feen fince we left Bagdad. It is 
defended by a wall, which furrounds it, and a 
citadel, both built of ftone and plaifter ; but, 
from the bad quality of thofe materials, un¬ 
equal to any defence againfi: artillery. 

The Armenians call it Nineveh; • and pre¬ 
tend, that it is the Nineveh of the ancients: 
'but fomc learned men contend, that this fa- 
. mous 
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mous city was on the eaftern bank of the Ti¬ 
gris, oppofite to Moful; and if their conjec¬ 
ture is well founded, not the fmalleft veftige 
of it now remains. 

' Coja Elias, an old Armenian merchant, on 
hearing that three Englifh gentlemen were 
arrived, kindly invited us to his houfe, and 
fent horfes for our conveyance* We found 
him in a habitation newly built, and, though 
not in the European tafte, neat and commo¬ 
dious. 

This city, from the badnefs of the mate-' 
rials, is in general very indifferently built; 
however, the door cafes, in almoft every houfe, 
are made of marble; and, as I conjecture, 
have been brought hither from the ruins of 
fome other place, for they do not correfpond 
with that meannefs of materials and architec¬ 
ture which is feen in every other part of the 
building. In a walk I took about, the town, I 
difeovered, near the river, fome ruins of walls 
• and buildings, which feemed to fhew that 

Moful 
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v Moful has heretofore feen days of greater 
profperity. 

April 3d. We halted at Moful, waiting to 
f be joined by the fick Tatar, whom we had 
left behind at Ankava. Major Macleod, who 
, had caught a fevere cold, was very unwel. 

April 4th, The Tatar came up with us to 
day, but very ill of a fever. 

April 5th. As the Major continued to b« 
much indifpofed, I began to fear, left the 
dampofCoja Elias’s new-built houfe, in which 
we were lodged, fhould increafe his diforder; 
and therefore, after vifiting Mahommed Aga, 
whofri I found extremely ill, I urged our im¬ 
mediate departure to Bekir, reprefenting to 
him, that if we were to wait for the recovery 
pf his companion, we fhould be detained five 
or fix weeks. In confequence of thefe remon- 
ftrances, a divifion of the money we had ad¬ 
vanced was agreed upon, after fome alterca¬ 
tion between the Tatars, and Bekir promifed 
to proceed with us next day. 

March 
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April 6th. We took leave of our hofpi- 
table entertainer, Coja Elias; and at twelve 
o’clock at noon, having procured frelh horfes, j 
and a moft Ihabby-looking guard of fifty men, 1 
to proted us againft the thieves that, lurk on \ 
the road to Nifibin, we departed from Moful. \ 
We immediately repaffcd the Tigris, and took 1 
a circuitous courfe, in order, as I fuppofc, to 
avoid the dangers of the dired road. The 
country we paffed was broken by frequent 
afcents and defcents; and, though not fo rich 
in foil, much refembled the ground between 
Hampftead and Highgate. The Curdiftan 
mountains were on our right, and covered 
with fnow. About five o’clock in the evening 
we arrived at a Konac, called Terftoff, where 
we halted this night. The mafter of the Ko¬ 
nac, who was a Turk, gave us to underftand 
that the Turks and Englifti were friendsj by 
placing his two fore fingers parallel to each 
other. 

April 7th. At fun rife we left Ter ft off, 
and continued marching till five o’clock in 
the afternooif, when we came to a Konac, 

, . called 
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called AfTee, which is feated under a range of 
hills, and is faid to be inhabited by robbers. 
The greater part of our guard returned to Nfo- 
ful before we .reached this place, leaving us 
with only twelve hprfetnerv. In our road to 
day we kept clofe to the hills on our right; 
and on our left faw, at a great diftance, the 
Sanjrac, or Sinjar mountains. The ground 
we paffed today, like that of yefterday, was 
irregular,, and little cultivated, and the vil¬ 
lages deferted. We faw many little encamp¬ 
ments of the inhabitants, with their flocks 
and herds. 

Major Macleod much indifpofed with a 
violent cough. 

April 8th. We left Aflee at break of day, 
with our twelve Moful horfemen. After 
inarching three miles, we turned fuddenly to¬ 
wards the hills, which-we crofled by a very 
rocky and rugged path. Thefe hills produce 
little elfe than a few Ihrubs and bulhes, of an 
irifignificant lize: on our defeent from them, 
we met a fmall caravan of loaded mules, 

, which. 
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which, from the appearance of our guard, he*. 
Stated to advance. Having gained the plain, 
which was little cultivated, we kept the range 
of hills on our left hand for about-four miles-, 
when we forded a large river, at a place where 
it divides itfelf into three branches, which 
unite again into one ftream at a Ihort diftance. 
We then traverfed a fertile level, bounded on 
our right and left by diftant hills ; and after 
crofting the bed of another river, which was 
now almcft dry, at noon reached a village, 
where we halted for reft: and refrefhment. At 

*r ' . ' . • ■ C 

a ihort diftance from this village we found the 
Tigris, and continued our march along its 
banks for about ten miles ; crofted over it by 
a bridge of boats, to a large fortified town in 
Mefopotamia, called Jefteera, or Geraza, 
which is the refidcnce of a Beg. Jefteera 
feems to have been formerly a place of more 
confequence than it is at prefent; for many 
of the buildings ihew the remains of excellent 
mafonry, and there is an old bridge of ftone 
over the Tigris, about a mile below the town. 
Some authors have deferibed this town as 
built on an ifland formed by the Tigris; but 
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that is not the cafe, for the river Only rtnM oil 
One flde of it. The error may have arifcn 
from the union of a number of fmall torrents, 
•Which, during heavy rains, form a confidera- 
ble body of water, and after furrounding part 
of the town fall into the Tigris. 

i * 

April 9th. We fet out at fun rife, and im¬ 
mediately beyond the town crofted the bed of 
a river, now almoft dry; we then took a rug¬ 
ged path for about a mile, till we reached a 
plain, covered with brown ftones of the fize 
of a man’s head; the foil under them was rich 
and loamy, though little cultivated: in fa<ft, I 
Ihould not have thought the tillage of this 
land by the plough had been poffiblc, till I 
faw it done j when I obferved, that the ftones 
lay fo loofely on the furface of the ground, 
that they eafily gave way to the plough fhare. 
About nine o’clock we halted near a deferted 
village, where the finenefs of the grafs afford- 
'ed us an opportunity of refrefhing Our horfes, 
who had fared very ill fince they left Moful. 
Here we difcovered that a young Turk, whom 

we 
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we had picked up at Kircook, had cut a hole 
through our leathern bag, and had opened one 
end of my bundle: he was dete&ed by the 
drivers before he had time to plunder it. We 
could not help harbouring a fufpicion that the 
Tatar was privy to this difhoneft attempt, in 
hopes of (haring in the fpoil j for though he 
endeavoured to keep up appearances, by be¬ 
llowing a few llrokes with his whip on the de¬ 
linquent, yet the next day, inftead of driving 
him from the party, he indulged him with a 

r 

horfe, to accompany us. We were Hill at¬ 
tended by our Moful guard, with the addition 
of an Arab guide from Jefieera. Our road 
this day Jay over a plain, bounded on our 
right and left by diftant hills, and of the 

richeft foil, but totally .uncultivated. We 

\ 

faw feveral fmall encampments and villages, 
whofe appearance manifefted the wretched- 
nefs and poverty of their inhabitants. Find¬ 
ing a little dream on our way, whofe banks 
were covered with fine grafs, we halted a fe- 
cond time to refrelh our horfes. As we had 
no provifions, and had not taken any food 
G finoe 
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fince the preceding night, we felt here all the 
diftrefs of hunger: we were, however, con- 
foled by the refle&ion, that thefe unavoidable 
inconveniences of our journey would give a 
double' relifh to the return of our accuftomed 
indulgences and eafe. About four o’clock we 
came to a large Arab encampment, and halted 
at the tent of the Chief, At feven o’clock the 
Shaik, with his family, Bekir Aga, and two 
leading men of our guard, fat down to fupper, 
without giving us any invitation to partake 
with them: after they had done, the remain¬ 
der of the meat was offered to us j but, not- 
withftanding our long abftinence, we deter¬ 
mined to fhew a proper refentment of their 
affronting neglect, by refuting to eat what 
they had left. We were flrongly folicited 
both by the Tatar and Bogos, who appeared 
much furprized that we fhould perfevere in 
our refufal. With fome difficulty we made 
Bekir Aga fenfible of the caufe of our difplea- 
fure; and defired to be furnifhed with milk 
and bread,.for which we would pay: he af- 
fured us we fhould be immediately and plen- 
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ttfully fupplied, but cautioned us to make no 
mention of the payment, left the Arab Chief 
fhould take offence* Bread and milk was 
then brought to us in abundance, and we 
tnade-a comfortable meal. 

April 16th. We fet out about three 
o’clock in the morning: it was very dark, 
and we pulhed on as faft as we could, 
keeping clofe together while we puffed feveraf 
frnatt encampments: fome of our guard from 
Moful continued to accompany us till day 
light. At feven o’clock we arrived at'a vil¬ 
lage, part of which is feated.on a fmall emi¬ 
nence, from whence we difcovered Nififyin, 
diftant about fifteen miles. The intermediate 
country affords a fine profpeft ,*■ the foil is 
rich, and in a high ftate of cultivation* Hav¬ 
ing refrelhed our horfes for an hour, at the 
foot of the hill, we proceeded towards Nifi¬ 
bin, where we arrived about one o’clock. 
This town has loft all its ancient fplendor, and 
is now in ruins: four or five miferable huts 
'contain all its prefent inhabitants. A fmall, 
G 2 neat 
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neat mofque, of hewn ftone, and a bridge of 
the fame materials, over a neighbouring river, 
are the only remains of the many public edi¬ 
fices with which it was formerly adorned. We 
fet out from Nifibin at nine o’clock at night, 
on frelh horfes, with an efcort of three horfe- 
men. After travelling about twenty miles, 
our guard demanded a prefent, and upon the 
refufal of our Tatar to gratify them, very high 
words arofe 5 but Bekir telling them ironical¬ 
ly, that they might take the merchandife, 
and galloping on, they left us, and returned 
to Nifibin. 

April nth. About four o’clock in the 
morning we arrived at a poor village, called 
Arin, where we took a repaft of fried eggs and 
bread, and refrelhed ourfclves by an hour’s 
fleep. Having remounted our horfes, we 
travelled till eight o’clock, by a rugged and 
fteep road, when we reached a large town, 
called Mardin: this town is built near the 
fummit of a rocky hill, in a fituation fo bold, 
that, at a diftance, it appears as if ready to 
tumble down the declivity. 

The 
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The top of the hill feems ftrongly fortified 
by nature; but the artificial fortifications, 
like the reft of thofe we have feen in Turkey, 
appear to add but little to the ftrength of the 
place; Wine is made in the neighbourhood 
of Mardin, and it produces fome large mul¬ 
berry trees. An extenfive and well cultivated 
plain, at the fooC of the hill, affords' a de¬ 
lightful profpeCt, . 

April 1 ath. At one o’clock in the morn¬ 
ing we left Mardin, on frefh horfes. Our 
road was rocky, and full of declivities, till 
about twelve o’clock, when we got into an 
open country, and faw, at a great diftance 
before us, the city of Diarbekir. We obferv- 
ed a few miferable huts among the hills, the 
proprietors of which were driving to fubfift 
on the cultivation of thefe barren, but fecure, 
retreats; negleCting the fertile plains below 
them, whicjh, though much more productive 
to the cultivator, are expofed to the exactions 
of tyranny, or the violence of rapine. It is 
rather remarkable, that our Tatar fhould not 
have taken an efcort through thefe hills, which 
G 3 feeni 
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feem well calculated for the retreat of a ban¬ 
ditti. About four o’clock we came to the 
banks of the Tigris, where we deferied five 
armed men, who were declared to be thieves. 
The Tatar, having halted, loaded his fire 
arms, and placed one of my piftols, with his 
! own, in his girdle, that the thieves might fee 
i he was completely armed. We then formed 
l as compact a body as poflible, and made up 
j to them on a brifk trot 3 but as foon as they 
I found that we were not only prepared for our 
defence, but fuperior to them in number, they 
I {rave up what appeared to have been their defign, 

and fuffered us to pafs unmolefted. We conti- 
I nu^d our courfe clofe to the Tigris j and, as 
; the river was not fordable, we were obliged to 
! follow a confxderable bending of it to the weft- 

i ward, till tibout fix o’clock in- the evening, 

when we came to Diarbekir. We were this 
day feventeen hours on the fame horfe; and, 
; notwithftanding we had eaten nothing fince 
the preceding night, we reached Diarbekir in 
tolerable good fpirits. 


On 
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On our arrival at the Konac, a German, 
and French Miffionary, being informed that 
we were Franks, invited us in the molt cordial 
manner to their houfe. As we had every rea- 
fon to expect better treatment from them, 
than we ftiould meet with at the Konac, and 
as the Major ftill continued much indifpofed 
with his cough, we readily availed ourfelves of 
their hofpitable offer. 

■ Diarbekir is the capital of a province of the 
fame name, and is feated on the weftern banks 
of the Tigris. It is defended by walls of 
hewn itone, in the form of a fquare; and, 
though much larger, bears a great refem- 
.blance to Fort Square at Madrafs: however, 
the ramparts are fo thin, that they do not af¬ 
ford room for the exercife of cannon. There 
is a bridge of hewn ftone, and fome other 
edifices of the fame materials in the town, 
which are now decaying, and only ferve to 
Ihew, that it has formerly been in a more 
prolperous condition. This city is rich and 
populous, and the feat of a Pachalic: its in¬ 
habitants confift of Turks, and Chriftians of 
G 4 various 
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various feds; fuch as Armenians, Syrians, 
Greeks, and Neftorians; the two former have 
each of them a Biftiop, and the Neftorians, or 
Chaldeans, united to the Church of Rome, a 
Patriarch, whom I vifited, and who feems to 
deferve the high dignity with which he is in¬ 
verted. Such is the frequency and audacity 
of the robbers in this country, that the doors 
of all the houfes in Diarbekir are kept {hut, 
and fecurely bolted, even in the day time.- 

The province of Diarbekir comprehends 
ancient Mefopotamia, or Diarbekir proper, on 
the Weft; Irac Arabi, formerly Chaldea, or 
Babylonia, on the South; and Curdiftan, or 
Aflyria, on the Eaft. 

The Marcar at Bagdad had given us a letter 
to Coja Hanna, of this place, dire&ing him, 
in cafe we ftiould have need of money, to ad¬ 
vance us the amount of three hundred piaft. 
tres; and, as Bekir declared he could proceed 
no further without a fupply of cafti, I availed 
myfelf of our credit, to accommodate him 

with 
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with a hundred piaftres, for which I gave an 
obligation to Coja Hanna, for the repayment 
of that fum to his agent in Conftantinople. 
This Coja Hanna, who is an Armenian Doc¬ 
tor, is an elderly man, of a refpedlable ap¬ 
pearance, and received me with great civility 
at his houfe. 

April 13th. We refted at Diarbekir. Ma¬ 
jor Macleod continued very much indifpofed 
with his cough. The Padres, at whofe houfe 
we were, being phyficians as well as divines, 
pronounced, rather rafhly, that the Major’s 
diforder was mortal. I cannot, however, fuf- 
ficiently acknowledge the kind and hofpitable 
treatment we received from our reverend en¬ 
tertainers, whofe converfation was full of good 
fenfe, candour, and politenefs. 

April 14th. Frefh horfes being procured, 
we left Diarbekir at ten o’clock in the morn¬ 
ing j having the Turcomanian mountains, co¬ 
vered with fnow, on our right. We proceed¬ 
ed over a rich, but uncultivated foil, for about 

twenty- 
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twenty-eight miles; we then turned to the 
right, and having pafled fome low hills, de- 
fcended at night fall into a valley; from hence 
we proceeded over feveral fmall eminences, and 
leaving the town of Argena on our right hand, 
we went out of the road for about two miles, 
till we came to a tent, in which we were 
to pafs the night: this was fo fmall, that it 
hardly afforded us fhelter; and, as my cover¬ 
ing was infufficient, and the coldnefs of the 
weather exceffive, I was completely chilled, 
and unable to fleep. In order to warm my- 
felfby exercife, I arofe at a very early hour in 
the morning, and walked about. I difcovered 
that we were among hills, the tops of which 
were fprinkled with fnow; and faw,. for the 
firft time in many years, a pool of water fkin- 
ned over with ice. Argena, feated on the de¬ 
clivity of a fteep hill, appeared diflant about 
two miles : we were informed that the neigh¬ 
bourhood of this town produced wine, but 
that it was new and weak; we therefore did 
not think a fupply of it worth the trouble of 
going out of our road. During the preceding 
day’s journey, we had not been without'ap- 

prehenfions 
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prehenfions of an attack from the numerous 
robbers who inffeft this country, between Di- 
arbekir and Argena. As they generally go in 
large parties, our kind hofts of Diarbekir cau¬ 
tioned us to beware of offering any refiftancey 
becaufe, in cafe we ftiould not fucceed in it, 
and they fhould overcome us, we fhould find 
no mercy at their hands : but the aukward- 
nefs and weight of our drefs rendered us fo 
unfit for any perfonal exertion, that this cau¬ 
tion was almoft fuperfluous ; but the cuftom of 
drefs is not the only one which is inconvenient 
to travellers in this country; that of riding 
with fhort ftirrups, and with the girths of the 
faddle loofe, gives them no lefs uneafinefs; • 
and fo obftinately, and unreafonably attached 
are the people to their own manner of riding, 
that, after you have lengthened your ftirrups, 
and fhortened your faddle girths, they will 
provokingly bring them back to their own 
ftandard. 

April 15 th. We fet out about feven o’clock 
in the morning, and returned towards Argena, 

till 
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till we got into the road. Our way for eigh¬ 
teen miles lay over mountains, which fuc- 
ceeded each other without the intervention of 
the fmalleft valley; for as foon as we had de¬ 
fended one, we found ourfelves at the foot of 
another. At twelve o’clock we arrived at 
Medan, or Argena Medan, where we halted 
half an hour. 

Medan is a large fmelting town, feated on 
declivities, near the foot of lofty mountains, 
with which it is furrounded on all fides: thefe 

.f 

mountains form continued chains, as far as the 
eye can reach, and bear the appearance of be¬ 
ing rich in mineral produ&ions; the foil is 
quite barren, producing nothing but a few 
ftunted and deformed fhrubs. The metals 
found in the mines of this place, are filver 
and iron: the latter, extracted from its ore, I 
faw in great abundance. Having left Argena 
Medan, we fucceflively afcended, defended, 
and fkirted very high mountains, until fix 
o’clock j we then came down into a fine, cul¬ 
tivated valley, about three miles broad, hav¬ 
ing 
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ing a river on our right, Which I take to be 
the Tigris: turning a little to the left, we tra¬ 
velled under the hills till eight o’clock in the 
evening, when we arrived at a village, where ‘ 
we paffed the night. This country is called 
Quenk. 

April 16th. We fet out at about fix o’clock 
in the morning, and eroding the valley ob¬ 
liquely, after riding four miles, pafiedalarge 
village on our left, at the foot of a low hill 5 
beyond this hill we found another valley, and 
about ten o’clock arrived at a large town, 
called Karpoot, which is fituated on a rocky 
hill: this place was almofi deferted, and the 
grafs was growing in fome of the ftreets. 
The garrifon was in a ftate of great tumult 
and confufion; for the foldiers, divided into 
parties, were firing at each other. As I was 
as yet ignorant of this, my curiofity was ex¬ 
cited by the report of the fire arms; and, 
without confidering the danger to which I 
was expofing myfelf, I went out on the top of 
the Konac, to difeover what was the matter. 

I was. 
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I was, however, immediately called back by 
the T» ta r, who reprimanded me fharply for 
my imprudence. From Karpoot we could fee 
four or five large villages below us, and the 
tops of the diftant mountains covered with 
fnow: we were obliged to halt for want of 
horfes to proceed. 

April 17th. We waited under great anxiety 
to remove from this turbulent place till eleven 
o’clock, without being able to procure a fuffi- 
cient number of horfes j I therefore clofed- 
w.ith a propofition made to me by the Tatar, 
that I. Ihould ride a mule. We mounted im¬ 
mediately, congratulating ourfelves withefcap- 
ing umnolefted, amidft fuch violence and li- 
centjoufnefs. 

At nine o’clock at night we reached Gabart 
Medan, feated on. the banks of the Euphrates 5 
it is a fmelting town, and furrounded by 
mountains, like Argena Medan, which it re- 
fembles in many other refpe^ls. 

For 
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For about feven miles before our arrival at 
Gaban Medan, the road was really dreadful: 
it was frequently a. very rugged, narrow path, 
on the edge of tremendous precipices; and 
though I trufted much to the fagacity of my 
mule, the danger appeared fo imminent, that 
I frequently difmounted. After we had got 
over the worft pafles, the Turkifh fervant’s 
horfe fell, as did Mr. Morris’s; but, fortu¬ 
nately, without injury to their riders. 

April 18th. We did not fet out till eleven 
o’clock this morning, having been detained by 
unfuccefsful endeavours to procure frefh horfes; 
we therefore pufhed on with thofe we had 
taken from Karpoot. At a fhort diftance 
from Gaban Medan we crofled the Euphrates 
in a boat: we were here eleven hundred miles 
from its mouth, and found the ftream very 
rapid. Having proceeded over a barren 
country, in which we obferved a few flocks 
of ftieep, and fmall encampments, at nine 
o’clock at night we reached a poor village, 
called Cherin. 

April 
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April 19th. We left Cherin at fix o’clock 
in the morning; and, after travelling about 
five miles, arrived at a village, where we (at 
down to breakfaft on the banks of a rivulet. 
A man, who was difpatched hither before us, 
had procured frefli horfes and mules: that 
' which I rode was neither fo large, nor fo trac¬ 
table, as the one I had from Karpoot. After 
travelling all day, we arrived at eight o’clock 
in the evening, hungry and tired, at Hafian 
Chillibee, which, to our great mortification, 
we found deferted by the inhabitants, who 
were encamped at the diftance of five miles 
further. By the advice of fome people, who 
came with us to take care of the mules, we fet 
off in queft of the encampment; but, as the 
night was very dark, we loft our road.. After 
wandering a confiderable time in a wild and 
mountainous country, with much danger and 
fatigue, we at laft fortunately draggled on the 
top of a village, where we faw light, and 
heard the barking of dogs: fome people came 
out to us, who fent an old woman to put us 
into the road. This village, as far as the 

darknefs of the night would allow me to ob- 

ferve. 
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fcrvc, appeared to confift of five or fix exca¬ 
vations of the ground, the aperture^f which 
were covered with pieces of timber. We 
foon difcovcred lights at the difiance of two. 
miles before us, which proved to be the en¬ 
campment we were in fearch of. For want 
of mattrefles, Lieutenant Morris and myfelf 
were obliged to pafs the night on the cold, 
damp ground. 

April 20th. About eleven o’clock in the 
forenoon we fet out on frefii horfes, and at 
three in the afternoon arrived at Hadgee 
Khan. Here we found a large building of 
hewn ftone, which ferved the purpofes of a 
liable: it appeared to be of fome antiquity, 
and to have been originally intended for a 
better ufe. Hadgee Khan is a large village, 
but the people are poor, and much addicted 
to thieving; the neighbouring country is bar¬ 
ren, and uninhabited. In the night two men, 
concluding that we were all afleep, entered 
ottr room; one of them held a candle, while 
the other examined what they could conve¬ 
niently purloin: obferving Bogos’s breeches, 
H they 
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they emptied the pockets <tf about the value 
of firtpettue, aftd then retired. At their booty 
was fo inconfiderable, I did not think it worth 
Mile to give the alarm* 

April iift. We left Hidg6e Khan at lilt 
o’clock this morning, with Frefh horfds; ahdi 
as the road was infefted v^itfi robbers, wri took 
a guard with us of ten horfemen, -Mo accofti* 
panied us half way to Deledletas, where we 
arrived at two o’clock in the afternoon: we 
traverfed this day a barren, Uninhabited coun¬ 
try, in very cold, fleeting weather. On but 
arrival a Tatar, whom toe found there, Bekir 
Aga, and Bogos, tdok pofleifioh of the fir6 
fide, in fuch a manner as to exclude ok all day 
from deriving the leaft comfort from it. Nei¬ 
ther wine nor fpirits were to be procured, and 
we could not even obtain the indulgence of a 
little hot water to make tea. To add to our 
difeomfort, we had been wet through j and as 
our linnert had been put into one of the large 
bags, which the Tatar would not fuffer us to 
open, 'we were obliged to pafs the night in odr 
damp clothes. I found myfejf fo cold on my 

mattrefs. 



Digitized by 


Go< le. 



J O U R N A L. 


99 


mattreTs, for want of being properly covered, 
that I thought it better to lie oft the bare 
ground, and make ufe of my mattrefs as a , 
covering; by thefe means I enjoyed a tolera¬ 
ble degree of warmth till the middle of the 
night, when, thefe brutes being fell afleep, I 
got tip, and dried myfelf by the fire. Lieu¬ 
tenant Morris fuifered much this night, and 
Caught a very fevere cold. 

Dele&etas is fituated in a barren, defert . 
country, in the midft of mountains, on which 
weobferved a few fir trees. 

April 22d. We left Dele&etas at fix o’clock 
in the morning, with a guard of fix horfemen, 
who accompanied us a great part of the day. 
We gallopped very hard for a confiderable 
number of miles, till one of the packhorfes 
got into a flough, where we were detained 
above an hour. We reached Sivas about two 
o’clock in the afternoon. Mr. Morris com¬ 
plained of being very feverifh, and unwel. 

H 2 Sivas 
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Sivas is the capital of a Paffialic, and a very 
confiderable town: it is feated in a valley, about 
a mile to the weft ward of a large river, which 
flows to the fouthward, and over which there 
are two ftone bridges, at the diftance of a cou¬ 
ple of miles from each other. 

The country we paffed to day was poorly 
cultivated, and almoft barren; one diftridfc 
alone wore a better appearance. We fet out 
again on excellent horfes, at five o’clock in 
the evening, in company with many Tatars, 
and other travellers, who were going part of 
our way. We afcended gradually fome very 
high ground, till we reached a plain; where 
{he night came on very dark. It was with the 
utmoft difficulty that we kept our party toge¬ 
ther, being frequently confounded with the 
pther travellers that had fet out with us from 
Sivas; however they foon left us, taking the 
route .of the different places to which they 
were deftined. Our Tatar having lagged be¬ 
hind, we made a halt, to give him time to 
joiq us, and to wait for the rifing of the moon. 
As foon as the Tatar had come up, he puffied 
on at a brilk gallop; and, though the night 

was 
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was fo dark we could not fee the road, and did , 
not know where every Hep might throw Us* 
we followed him clofely, cofrunitting our- 
felvfes entirely to the ltrength and fagacity of 
purdtorfes. The people of thefe countries al¬ 
ways ride with a loofe rein 5 . and when I at¬ 
tempted to keep a tight hand upon my 
horfe, I always found him reftlefs and uneafy. 
Bogos having flackened his pace, in order to 
wait for one of the packhorfes that was behind, 
Bek it rode up to him, and whipped him fe- 
verely on the head and fhoulders: this harlh 
treatment was received with perfect fubmiflion. 
As Bogos had paid, as well as ourfelves, for 
his journey, I began to have apprehenfions 
that the Tatar might fome day try how far we 
{hould be pafiive under fimilar ill ufuage: we 
were, however, fully prepared to refill any in- 
fult of this kind. Lieutenant Morris kept up 
exceedingly well this day, confidering how 
much he was indifpofed., 

April 23d* About one o’clock this morn¬ 
ing we arrived at Karkoon; and, after a few 
hours deep, fet out again with the fame horfes, 
and at two o’clock in the afternoon reached 
H 3 Tocat. 
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Tocat. This is a large town, farrounded bjr 
bills in the form of an amphitheatre: it is de¬ 
fended by an old caftle, which, as well as the 
houfes, and every other building, is tumbling 
to ruins. Tocat is the refidence of a Bafbaw, 
and is celebrated for its excellent wines. 

April 24th. We halted at Tocat, for want 
of horfes to proceed. Lieutenant Morris con¬ 
tinued very unwel. 

April 25th. The Tatar, Bogos, and the 
Turkifh fervant, equipped themfelves with 
fwords and piftols, and deftred the Major and 
myfelf to accompany them; but as we did 
not approve of their defign, which we conjec¬ 
tured was to prcfs horfes, we feigned ficknefs, 
in excufe for our rcfufal. They went out 
without us, and prefently returned with feve- 
ral horfes, which they faddled. Soon afterward 
faw fix men enter the Konac, who taking 
the faddles from the horfes, threw them on 
the ground, with expreffions of great indigna¬ 
tion and contempt: our Tatar obferved them, 
without daring to offer any oppofition. At 
noon we procured frefh horfes, which the 

Tatar 
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Tatar paid -for, asd fet. put in company with 
two Turtks. . Having croflefl a river near TjP- 
cat, over a ftonc fridge, we arrived at fix 
o’clock in the .evening at Affin, a fmall vil¬ 
lage. We lodged this night in A fi»ble; a 
final 1 part of which was feparated from the 
flails of the cattle by a mud wall, about two 
feet high. Lieutenant Morris’s ihdifpofition 
appeared aggravated by the fatigue of the 
journey. ' ' ; 

April 26th. At fix o’clock in the piorning 
we left Aflin; and after following tfie courfe 
of the river we crolfed yefterday, for a confil 
, derable .diftance, came to the bed of another, 
which was ■noswahnoft dry. Here we obferv- 
ed the remains of a .bridge, and a few deferred 
huts, theappearance of which, fufficiently mani- 
fefted the, wBOtchedoefeofthpfe who hadiohabit- 
.cd them. We paffed, near this, a fmall detach¬ 
ment of foldicrs from Tocat, on their route to 
join the army at Conftantinople: the <Bafhaw 
was on the march before them, at. thediead of 
a body of cavalry. -This xircuraflance had 
occafioped the difficulty ,we found yefterday in 
H 4 procuring 
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procuring horfes. In the evening wereaebed 
•Amafia, in rainy, difagreeable weather- cMr. 
Morris was in filch pain, from an inflamma¬ 
tion in his ancle, that he was hardly able to 

- keep his feat on horfeback. 

Amafia is a large town, on the banks of the 
river Kafalmack, which runs through it: a 
great number of mulberry trees are produced 
in its neighbourhood, but the country in ge- 
< neral is of a barren foil. This place is remark¬ 
able for having given birth to Strabo, the ce¬ 
lebrated geographer, and for having been the 
,feat of the ancient Amazons. 

April 27th. Having procured frefh horfes, 

- we left Amafia at eight o’clock in the mOrning, 
and crofling the river Kafalmack, over a ftone 
bridge, came to the foot of a hill : having 
paffed this, we traverfed a fine cultivated val- 
lev, and reached the large town of Marfiwan, 
at two o’clock in the afternoon. Lieutenant 
Morris was fo ill with an inflammation of his 
ancle and- foot, together with rheumatic pains 

. in his arms, that he could not bear his horfe 
to trot.- The Tatar, in order to urge him to 
’ , a quick 
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a quick pice, told .him there were thievei on 
"ithe road, and was proceeding to whip .fads 
-horfe; feoti-ohferving Mr.Morris’s indigna¬ 
tion at fuch brutality, he thought .proper to 
defiftj and, gailopptng iin, left hint'to be 
brought up by Bogos and myfeif. The -Tatar 
was 'very defirous df cOftrihuing the journey 
this 'evening; but, bbferving ; Mr. Morris’s 
Tevere illnefs, he was perfuaded to flop at 
•Marfiwan, and lend the merchandifo forward 
under the care of Bdgos. ' The Tatar finding 
a fidler, and fome other Turks, ih the Konac, 
.feemed highly entertained ih their company* 
Arrack was called for;:of wh’ich they all drank 
an amazing quantity,’ undiluted: this fiery li¬ 
quor foon reduced.them to a date of the mol 
brutal intoxication, in which they fhrieked 
and howled like favages,. lU Obferving me foh 
Nmenting Mr. Morris’s afwlQcthey infilled they 
"could .do if better, and, in their drunken atj- 
.tempt, fpilt the fomentation. The reader 
will eafily conceive, that, in the midft of fuch 
riot, it was impoflible either to enjoy the re- 
frefhment of deep, or any other comfort, ne- 
cefiary to reftore my fick friend. 


April 
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April 28th. The Tatar expreffiag hit Ha¬ 
ter ruination to 'wait no longer on account of 
Mr. Morris illnds, .-that gentleman was eom^ 
pelted to mount at day break, in a very unfit 
tfate to icricouiJtcr^he fatigues of a jqumejs. 
In the earlier part of tbeday the Tatar frequentr 
ly di-fmounted, owing to the -oegfc- 

fianed by his laft night’3 debauch: he ,a 
tajatds gallopped on, leaving one qFthe 
to coadud Mr. Morris.- J Jikewife ftaid be¬ 
hind, not only to bear him company, but tp 
fee at hand to give him fuch aflifijascc a# hia 
fttuation required. We foon Ihft opr gaidfc 
and found ourfelvcs in the midft of a wild, 
inhafpi table country; unacquainted wich the 
load, and unable, from our ignorance of the 
language, .to receive information from any.one 
-of the people whom chance might throw hr 
our way: all thafdwe could do -was tp follow 
the track before us $ but as this branched off 
in different directions, and was fomptiroes not 
to be difcerned at all, we were often in a ftate 
of the greateft doubt and anxiety. At laft, 
having afcended an eminence, we came -to a 
.pafs defended by a guard-houfe, where we had 
, the 


Digitized by 


Google 



JOURNAL. Yoy 

(he happinefs to find' the Tatar, and the reft 
of the party. After refrefhing ourfelves here 
for an hour, we fet out again, and at four 
o’clock in the afternoon got into a town, called 
Ofmanjike, about forty miles diftant from 
Marfiwan. 

Having procured freffr horfes, we prepared 

to fet out from Ofmanjike, but had the great- 

eft difficulty in perfuading Lieutenant Morris 

to proceed with us. His exertions this day 

(which vWere furprizing, if we confider his 

Weak and painful fituation) had almoft ex- 

/ 

haufted his ftrength and fpirits: we prevailed 
oh him at laft, and ftt out for Hadjee Hamza, 
diftant about twenty-four miles. About five 
o’clock we crofted the river Aitoezu, over a 
ftone bridge, and followed the courfe of the 
Water, which was on ou{ right hand the whole 
way. 


The Tatar accompanied us till dufk, and 
then pufhedon towards the Konac, leaving us 
to the guidance of one of the drivers, with 
whom, from our mutual want of language, we 

could 
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could have no oral communication, and wht> 
was, befides, a fellow of a furly. difpofition. 
•We had only travelled about ten miles from 
pur laft, ftage, when Mr. Morris feemed al- 
mdft exhaufted: in order to fupport his fpi- 
rits, and call forth all his exertion* I often 
perfuaded him that he was near the Konac j 
and he continued to advance for fome time 
with extraordinary refolution: at length, fpent 
with fatigue, and^ finking under excruciating 
pain, he declared himfelf unable to proceed 
any further. We were now benighted, in the 
midft of a wild country,- remote from any hu¬ 
man habitation, and on the brink of a fright¬ 
ful prec ipice. In this diftrefling and perplex¬ 
ing fituation, I was for fome time entirely at a 
Iofs hpw to adt; on the one hand, I had little 
hope that my fick friend would be able to 
reach the JConac; on the other, I feared, that 
if he pafied the night on the wet ground* it 
would be fatal to his life. I determined, at laft, 
to .try if I could prevail on him to advance: 
for this purpofe I made ufe of the mpft prelfing 
entreaties; and concluded with promifing, 
that as foon. as we Ihould .find a rock that 

would 
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would afford us a little fhelter, I would urge 
him to proceed no further that night. Over- 
■ come by my folicitations, he relu&antly con- 
fented fo move forwards, and we advanced 
for fome miles. As his fever rendered him 
very thirfty, I went down to the river for 
fome water, which recruited his ftrength fo 
muchi that’he found himfelf able to keep his 
feat on horfeback for fome time longer. Af¬ 
ter riding a few miles we difcpvered a light, 
which appeared to be about a mile before us, 
and which we concluded to be the Konac; this 
agreeable fight immediately operated as a cor¬ 
dial, in. reviving the fpirits of my companion. 
Hadjee Hamza was, however, four miles off; 
and if Mr. Morris had not pofleffed a degree 
of patience and perfeverance, which is found 
in few men, it would have been utterly im- 
poffible for us to have reached the Konac that 
night. It was near midnight when we arriv T 
cd: Mr. Morris had almoft loft the ufe of his 
hands and feet, and was otherwife fo extremely 
ill, as to be unable to difmount without affift- 
ance. J imagine, that if I had not deceived 
him in the diftance we had before us, his fpi- 

fit$ 


y 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



110 


JOURNAL. 


rit* would have been unequal to the perform¬ 
ance of this day’s journey, which was above 
fixty-four miles. People feldom know how 
much they are capable of performing, till neu 
ceflity compels them to exert all their powers. 

April 29th. Lieutenant Morris continued 
in the fame dreadful ftatc as yefterday, but 
was,notwithftanding, prevailed upon to pro¬ 
ceed on the journey. We left Hadjee Ham¬ 
za at fix o’clock in the morning, and arrived 
at Tofia at two o’clock in the afternoon. On 
our road this day we forded a river, and croffed 
the beds of feveral large torrents. 

* 

April 30th. We halted at Tofia, for want 
of horfes to proceed, v 

May tft. Continued at Tofia, waiting For 

/ ' 

horfes. * 

This day the fymptoms of Mr. Morris’s 
diforder appeared aggravated: he had totally 
loft the ufe of his arms and legs, the joints of 
which were fwelled, and highly inflamed; he 

was 
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vie fevtrilh, rcftlefs, dnd without appetite; 
and having fubfifted for fome days almoft en¬ 
tirely on wiser* waa in a Rate of extreme de¬ 
bility. 

May ad. Horfes being procured, the Ta¬ 
tar refolved not to wait till Mr. Morris'(hould 
be better, but to fet out immediately for Con- 
ftantinople. Having, therefore, repaid me 
the hundred piaftres he had, borrowed at Diar- 
bekir, he departed at eight o’clock this morn¬ 
ing* leaving Bogos to ferve as our condu&or, 
as foon as Mr. Morris Ihouid be in a condition 
to travel* It was judged expedient that the 
Major fhould accompany Bekir Aga, in order 
to forward to us, from Conftantinople, fuch 
remittances as we might have occafion for. 

Having called up all my philofophy to re¬ 
concile me to the uripleafant fituation to which 
I was reduced, I proceeded to vilit my pa¬ 
tient. He was ftill perfe&ly helplefs, and fo 
racked With excruciating pain, that he looked 
forward with pleafure to his expedtcd diffolu- 
tion, as the period of a ftate lb truly miferable. 

Having 
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Hiving bled him, I adminiftered fuch medi¬ 
cines as I thought his cafe required, and in fix 
hours found him relieved beyond my mod 
fanguine hopes: the pain and fwelling of his 
joints was confiderably abated, and he now 
fuffered very little, except when he attempted 
tp move. 

May 3d. My patient was furprizingly bet¬ 
ter: the inflammation of his joints had almoft 
entirely fubfided, and, with afliftance. Tie 
could move a little about the room. He was, 
however, very weak-, from a fever that came 
on in the evening, aind was fucceeded by cold 
fweats. This day we were inhumanly turned 
out of the Konac; but Bogos foon procured u$ 
another lodging, at a fhort diftance. 

May 4th. Mr. Morris continued in a ftate 
of rapid improvement. He this day felt, for 
the firfi: time fince his illnefs, a little appetite 
for food; and was able, with the fupport of 
my arm, to walk about his room. My own 
fpirits were greatly raifed by fo near a prof, 
peft of his recovery. 

May 
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May 5th. Mr. .Morris had this day entire¬ 
ly recovered the ufe of his legs, and of one 
arm. His evening fever was neither fo vio¬ 
lent,- nor of fuch long duration, as on former 
nights; and the cold jfweats being diminifhed, 
he felt hrmfelf confiderably ftronget. As I 
was anxious to proceed, and the weather was 
now very mild, I urged him to leave oilr pre- 
fent quarters; obferving, that his ftrength 
would be fooner recovered by moderate exer- 
cife in the open air, than by confinement in 
the houfe; and that the nearer we could get 
to Conftantinople, the greater refources we 
(hould find, in cafe of any untoward accident. « 
He readily aflented to the truth of what I had 
advanced; and we cheerfully prepared to leave 

i 

a place where We had experienced fo much 
harlh and inhofpitable treatment. Having, 
with great difficulty, procured horfes, we fet 
out at one o'clock from Tofia. About an 
hour after our departure there came on a hea¬ 
vy lhower of rain and hail, followed by a very 
cold wind; and, as we were completely wet, 

I began to fear Mr. Morris might have a re- 
| lapfc. 
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lapfe. We afterwards fuffered greatly from 
thirft, not being able to find water for many 
hours. In the dulk of the evening, as we 
were defcending a hill, we difcovered, at a 
{hort diftance before us, the Konac, in which 
we were.to halt for the night; but trailing to 
the guide, he led us five miles out of the road, 
and as the night was dark, we found ourfelves 
abfolutely at a lofs how to proceed. The wea¬ 
ther was rainy, and my convalefcent friend 
fo cold, and fo much exhaufied by fatigue, 
that if we had been obliged to pafs the night 
on the ground, I do not believe he would have 
furvived it. Coja Bogos, who, for our greater 
fecurity and convenience, had alTumed the 
Turkilh name of Ibrahim Aga, and the cha¬ 
racter of a Tatar, proceeded to infliCl fevere 
chaftifcment on the driver, who had miftaken ' 
the road: this ltep, however, had no tenden¬ 
cy to relieve our prefent diltrefs. We Ihould 
have continued to wander in uncertainty till 
day light, if, upon recollection of the pofition 
in which we had feen the Konac fome hours 
before, I had not luckily conjectured on which 
fide of us it lay: in confequence of my advice 

the 
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the whole party turned to the right, and foon 
(bund a track which led to the top of a hill; 
here we luckily met two Turks, who dire£ted 
Us into the road. As the night was extreme¬ 
ly dark, I was fearful that a falfe ftep of my 
horle might throw me down the precipices 
We had to pafs; I therefore difmounted, but 
when on foot, found myfelf, through the 
weight and aukwardnefs of my Turkifh drefs, 
unable to keep up with the party; while the 

1 

height of the ftirrup, and the loofe manner in 
which the Turkifh horles are girted, render¬ 
ed it equally inftpoflible for me to remount 
without their afiiitance. Having fallen con- 
liderably behind my companions* I began to 
fear that I fhould lofe them, and therefore 
called out as loudly as I was able. After feve- 
ral unfuccefsful attempts, I made them hear 
me; and with their help remounted my horfe, 
fully determined, for the future, rather to run 
any rifk, than put myfelf again into fo dif- 
agreeable a predicament. At ten o’clock we 
arrived at the Konac, called Cojafate; which, 
though a miferable village, was full of charms 
12 to 
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to travellers fo wearied in body and mind aa 
we were. Bogos had no fooner alighted,- thafl 
he began to beat the driver afrefh for loflhg 
the road: by the mediation of the reft of the 
people he was prevailed upon to defift, but not 
till he had given the. poor fellow many fevere 
cuts of his whip. Bogos, whom for the fu¬ 
ture we {hall call Ibrahim, with the name had 
afluftied all the infolence and violence of a 
real Tatar: of this he had already given us 
many proofs; for though Mr. MOrris was fo 
weak as to be unable to travel faft, he was 
perpetually, and unneceffarily, teizing him to 
quicken his pace; while, on the other hand, 
he would himfelf flop on the road, and come 
up fo (lowly, that we were frequently obliged 
to wait for him. My companion had fuffered 
fo much fatigue this day, that a good night’s 
reft feemed abfolutely neceflary to enable him - 
to profecute his journey: this, however, was a 
comfort, which neither he nor myfelf were to 
enjoy; for a drunken Tatar, of a favage afpetft, 
and who had pafled us on the road, made fuch 
a barbarous noife, with another Turk, for the 

greater 
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greater part of the night, as prevented our 
getting any fleep till morning. 

May 6th. We found that it had frozen 
hard in the night, and that fome fnow had 
fallen. My companion was much better than 
I expe&ed, confidering how much he had fuf- 
fered in our march the preceding evening; he 
was, however, ftill very weak. Having pro¬ 
cured freffi horfes, we fet our, at feven o’clock 
in the morning, for Carachurin, where we ar¬ 
rived at two. A detachment of foldiers were 
quartered in this place; and, as fome of the . 
inhabitants infilled we were Ruffians, (with 
whom the Turks are at war) we. were 
not without apprehenfions of being infulted : 
however, one of them having read our pafs, 
which proved to what nation we belonged, we 
took our repofe for about an hour, unmolefted. 
We then remounted our horfes to proceed to¬ 
wards Corregelar; but Ibrahim, who to the 
mfolence of a Turkiffi Tatar added the ava¬ 
rice of an Armenian merchant, refufed to 
make any prefent to the people of the Konac, 
and in the heat of the difpute, occafioned by 
this refufal, threatened to beat them: how- 
13 ever. 
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ever, notwithftanding his menaces, they kept 
faft hpld of his bridle till their demands were 
fatisfied. Lieutenant Morris and myfelf, from 
the beginning, had withdrawn to a Ihort dif* 
tance, that we might not be involved in the 
poflible ill conferences of an altercation, in 
which, from our ignorance of the language, 
we could take no part. At four o’clock we 
reached the village of Corregelar, Qn our 
road we pafled the Tatar who had been fo 
troublefome to us the preceding night. The 
common phrafe, " dead drunk,*’ could not be 
more aptly applied than to this man; his fer* 
vant rode behind him, holding him up by 
the middle of the body, while his head hung 
as low as the ftirrup, and he was to all appear* 
ance without either fenfe or motion, He was 
brought into the Konac foon after our arrival, 
where loud fnoring was the only fign of life he 
exhibited. This day we palled over a high, 
bleak country; and, though we travelled at a 
brilk rate, our hands and feet were numbed 
with the cojcj. 

May 
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May 7th. Having procured frefh horfes, 
we fet out at feven o’clock in the morning; 
and pafling through the village of Sarkees, . 
which was full of foldiers, we arrived at Bain- 
der, about twelve at noon. Ibrahim was fo 
intolerably troublefome to my lick companion 
on the road to this place, that, finding threats 
of perfonal chaftifernent infufficient to reprefs 
his infolence, I at laft prefented my piftol at 
him: this had all the effect I could wifh; and 
he remained perfectly quiet for many hours. 
We fet out from Bainder at one o’clock, with 
frefh horfes. On our departure, Ibrahim ' 
again difputed about the prefent required by 
the people of the Konac; but they held the 
reins of our horfes till he had complied with 
their demands. We arrived at Jeredare by 
fun fet, and faw icicles hanging from the 
eaves of the houfes more than two feet in 
length. Notwithstanding the inclemency of 
the weather, the want of clothing proper for 
the climate, and the badnefs of the accommo¬ 
dations in the Konacs, Mr. Morris's health 
and fpirits were evidently improving; fo that, 

I 4 in 
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in fpite of all the inconveniences and fatigues 
we had yet to encounter, I was not without 
hopes of overtaking Major Macleod and the 
Tatar before their arrival at Conftantinople. 

May 8th. It froze hard; and in the middle 
of the night a damp was given to the agree- 
, able hope that had lately cheered me; for 
Lieutenant Morris became reftlefs and uneafy, 
and exhibited other ftrong fymptoms of a re- 
lapfe: however, as he did not complain much 
in the morning, we left Jeredare at fix o’clock. 
About half way between this place and the 
next Konac we found a pafs, defended by fix 
foldiers; who, if required, fupply travellers 
with provifions. Here we made a meal of 
fried eggs and bread; and were informed by 
a Tatar,, that he had feen the reft of our com¬ 
pany two days’ journey before us: hence it 
appeared, that we had gained a day upon 
them; for they had fet off above three days 
before us. Soon after leaving the guard- 
houfe, we palled feveral fmall detachments of 
the Turkilh army, whofe converfation we 
avoided, by pulhing on at a brilk pace. The 

country. 
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country we faw this day was barren, and little 
cultivated. We got into Boli, a large town 
feated on a plain, at twelve o’clock at noon. 
About eight o’clpck at night we heard two or 
three ffiots fired, and the noife of people run¬ 
ning to and fro in the ftreets: this rather 
alarmed us, and the door of the Konac was 
immediately bolted. Upon enquiry, we found 
that the firing we had heard was occafioned 
by fome difpute among the foldiers, who were 
quartered here. A Turkifh officer came into 
the Konac this evening, and enquired who we 
were. Ibrahim, after giving his account of 
us, added, that he was himfelf a Turk. Af¬ 
ter receiving the compliment of a pipe and 
Coffee, the officer departed, wifhing us a good 
journey. He was a well-behaved, agreeable 
man, of about the age of thirty. After he 
was gone, Ibrahim exulted with intemperate 
joy, at having fo well counterfeited the Turk. 

May 9th. We left Boli at fix o’clock in the 
morning, mounted on freffi, but very bad horfes, 
and at a ffiort diftance from the town overtook 
three detachments of foldiers, on their march to 
the capital. Wcproceeded throughalargeforeft. 
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and over high hills, till near two o’clock, when 
we reached a fmall village, called Dufchea. 
It was with great difficulty that I brought my 
companion to this place, owing to the return 
of the inflammation in his joints. I had been 
frequently obliged to take him off his horfe on 
the road, that he might have a. few minutes 
reft, without which it would have been impof- 
fible for him to have performed this day’s 
journey. On his arrival I found him fo ill, 
from pain and fatigue, that I determined to 
wait here until the next morning. There 
were in the Konac ten or twelve Tatars, on 
their route from different places to Conftanti- 
nople, who urged us much to proceed with 
them. One of them very civilly reprefented, 
that the foldiers were foon to come into the 
place, who might get drunk, and, finding we 
were Chriftians, might rob and murder us; 
that our road lay through a wood, which was 
infefted with thieves, and dangerous to pafs, 
unlefs in a numerous party; concluding with an 
offer, to wait for us two or three hours. I readily 
acquiefced with what he had advanced; but 
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as my friend was unable to move, I was 
obliged to decline his civil offer. The party 
of Tatars, neverthelefs, waited two hours j 
when, finding there was np profpedl of Mr. 
Morris’s being able to travel, they departed. 
Soon after they had gone, a party of foldicrs 
came into the Konac, who were prevented 
from difcovefing that we were foreigners, by 
our feigning fleep, and continuing on our mat- 
ttefles till they left the village next morning. 

May i oth. The pain Lieutenant Morris 
felt ycfterday, having fomewhat abated this 
morning, we left Dufchea, on frefh horfes, at 
feven o’clock, and arrived at Hindak about 
one. The valley of Dufchea is rich, and, in 
fome places, very well cultivated. In the ear¬ 
lier part of the day we forded a river, and 
afterwards croffed two others of a larger fize, 
over wooden bridges. Finding a rivulet on 
' our road, at the foot of fome pleafant, verdant 
hills, we fat down on its banks to eat fome 
bread; when a Turkifh foldier, who belonged 
to a detachment which had come up with us, 
fpeing i Japan mug in my hand, took it gent¬ 
ly 
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ly from me, and having drank, returned it, 

■ and proceeded on his march without fpeaking 
a word: he was followed by two or three 
more, who made ufe of it in the like manner; 
as foon as they had given it back to me, 
I ftepped out of the way of others, who 
were coming up, for fear that I Ihould at laft 
Jofethis little convenient vefiel, which, though 
of no intrinfic value, we had found of the 
higheft ufe during the whole journey. The 
latter part of our road lay, for many miles, 
through the wood, of which the Tatars, at 
Pufchea, had given us fo formidable an ac¬ 
count, • 

Lieutenant Morris was very unwilling to goi 
any further this evening; he, however, yield¬ 
ed to the reprefentations I made him of the 
many inconveniences we muft fubmit to, if 
we ftaid at this place. We procured good 
horfes for Sabanja, at the rate of two piaflres 
for each horfe, and fet out at two o'clock from 
Hindak. As we were on the point of departing, 
Ibrahim fell into one of his accuftomed difputes 

with 
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\vith the matter of the Konac, refpe&ing the 
hire of the horfes: the altercation was not of 
long duration, for the Turk, with great cool- 
nefs an<J gravity, laid hold of Ibrahim’s horfe, 
and unfaddled him, and the pretended Tatar 
was reduced to folk it for him, on the Turk's 
own terms. The firft part of our journey this 
everting" lay Over a morafs, rendered paflable 
by a fort of bridge or caufeway, which confid¬ 
ed of large pieces of timber laid parallel to 
.each other, over which were fmaller pieces, 
eroding the former at right angles : this led us 
to a difagreeable road, which was frequently 
interrupted by ditches and bogs, in one of 
which Mr. Morris’s horfe had nearly ftuck 
faft. At, four o’clock in the evening we palled 
two detachments of the Turkilh army, which 
were encamped. As we had a long way to 
go, and had fufficient experience of the dis¬ 
comfort of travelling in this wild country by 
night, we pulhed on for two hours at a brilk 

gallop, till we came to a river called Zacha- 

* 

rea, which we eroded, at fun fet, by a wooden 
bridge, about a quarter of a mile in length, 
but of a very rude conftru&ion. We were 

told 
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told here, that Sabanja was not far off; and 
therefore advanced only at a moderate pace 
till dark, when we came to one of the worft 
roads I had ever met with: it lay through a mo- 
rafs, and was interfe&ed by fuch a number of 
different tracks, that the driver who conduct¬ 
ed us was at a lofs which to take. We, how* 
ever, continued to advance j and, notwith- 
Handing every precaution we could take, our 
horfes were frequently up*to the belly in mud 
and water. We were now many miles beyond 
the Zacharea, but found no figns of the vici¬ 
nity of any town: we at laft came to a large 
lake on our right, along the edge of which we 
waded for four miles, fo deeply in the water, 
that not only our boots, but our bundles of 
clothes, medicines, and tea, were completely 
wetted. After leaving the lake, we came to 
a muddy ditch, which was hardly paflable 3 
after many unfuccefsful attempts to crofs it 
on horfeback, I difmounted, and examining 
the banks, found a narrow dam, which barely 
afforded a paffage to a man on foot; this, 
however, I determined to attempt, leading 
my horfe after me. I fucceeded; and in the 
’ fame 
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fame manner, though with more difficulty, 
led over Mr. Morris’s horfe. Ibrahim, who 
had attempted to crofs in another place, ftuck 
fell in the mud, from which we fortunately 
extricated him. We did not arrive at Sabanja 
till ten o'clock at night; fo that it mull have 
been many miles further than was reported to 
us at the river Zacharea. On our arrival, we 
found theKonacfo full of Tatars, that we had 
not room to lie down, eVen on the bare 
ground; however, the fervant was perfuaded 
to find a comer for Mr. Morris, who was Hill 
extremely ill of his rheumatic diforder, and 
unable to walk. For my own part, I could 
find no room till two o’clock in the morning, 
when moll of the Tatars departed. We en¬ 
joyed a little fleep; and felt our fpirits greatly 
xaifed by the refle&ion, that we were now at a 
fliort diftance from Conllantinople. 

May nth. We left Sabanja at fix o’clock 
in the morning; and at fome diftance from the 
town we were overtaken by two armed men, 
who kept with us for a confiderable time, re¬ 
gulating their motion by ours. As their ap¬ 
pearance 
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pearance and behaviour was rather fufpicioiiS, 
we flopped; and Ibrahim, in the authoritative 
tone of a Tatar, infifted upon their leaving us, 
which they refufed to do. We then made 
ready our arms, to ftiew them we were pre¬ 
pared to refill any violence they might be me¬ 
ditating: they nevcrthelefs continued to ac¬ 
company us till we came in fight of a detach¬ 
ment of foldiers, when they fell behind. 
About half way between Sabanja; and Ifmit, 
we forded a river; and the driver having taken 
a deeper part of the water than ourfelves, wet¬ 
ted all Ibrahim’s bags : this little accident afi* 
fedted him with unreafonable concern, and 
threw him into fuch a rage againft the driver, 
that, in the true fpirit of the character he aC- 
fumed, he beat him without mercy. At the 
diffance of a mile from Ifmit, we palled a fe- 
cond detachment of foldiers, and crolTed a ri¬ 
ver, over a Hone bridge. Nor far from hence 

we faw a large encampment of horfe and foot.* * 

We 

* The different detachments of theTurkifh army I faw 
during my journey, exhibited no marks of military regu¬ 
larity 
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We arrived at Ifmit at twelve o’clock at noon. 

Hut Mr. Morris continued fo ill, that it was 
irrtpofTible to proceed any further till he' fliould 
be a little recovered; we therefore agreed to 

larity and difcipline: they marched without order; fome 
of them mounted either on horfes, affes, or mules. Their 
djfefs was not uniform, but they had generally a (hort jac¬ 
ket, coarfe, and of a dark colour, with wide breeches: 
fome wore (hoes of leather, or raw hides; others woollen 
gaiters, fattened with a cord, or ropes of draw twitted 
round their legs. Their arms confifted of (hort, light muf- 
kets, without bayonejs, mounted according to the fancy of 
the owners, and of knives of different lengths. The offi¬ 
cers were well mounted, and handfomely clothed; but in 
a drefs ill fuited to the activity of a military life. The 
Janiffaries, formerly fo much talked of, have at this day 
nothing but the Esprit de Corps to diftinguifli them / 

from the bulk of the army. In this defcription may be in¬ 
cluded the artillery; and, as the operations of that corps 
do in particular require military fcience, it is, compara¬ 
tively fpeaking, inferior to the infantry. The cavalry, 
perhaps, are entitled to more confideration. The irregu¬ 
larity, licentioufnefs, and military ignorance, common to 
the Ottoman, forces in general, is equally found in their 
beft fquadrons ; but the a&ivity, fpirit, and docility of 
the horfes, renders this corps the moft efficient in the 
Turkifh army; and, indeed, it is upon this that they de¬ 
pend for the fuccefs of their military operations. 

K Hop 
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flop here, till by proper care, and the ufe of 
medicines, he ftiould be in a condition to tra* 
vel. We had now the happinefs to find our- 
felves within fixty miles of Conftantinople, 
and on the fhore of that fea, whofe waters walh 
the borders of Europe. 

Ifmit, the ancient Nicomedia of Bithynia, 
is a large populous town, feated on the decli¬ 
vity of a hill, and extending to the fea fide: 
it has a good port, in a gulph of the fame 
name. TheKonac in which we were lodged was 
. crowded with people; and there was a general 
ftir and buftle in the town, owing to the neigh¬ 
bourhood of the encampment which we paf- 
fed on the road. Jjuch a fituation-was not 
very likely to afford thofe conveniences for 
my fick friend, which were the objedt of our 
intended ftay in this place; we therefore de¬ 
termined to take the opportunity of a boat, 
that was juft departing for Conftantinople, 
which we confidered as the period of our fa¬ 
tigues, and as replete with all the comforts 
neceffary for Mr. Morris’s ill ftate of health. 
I immediately prepared fuch provifions as I 

thought 
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thought neceflary; and, in an hour after our 
arrival at Ifmit we were under fail for Con- 
ftantinoplc. Lieutenant Morris paired a bad 

0 

night, partly owing to the inconfiderate bru¬ 
tality of. Ibrahim, who, having got drunk 
with the liquors I had provided for the paf- 
fage, came down into the cabin to fleep. 
There was hardly room for, one perfon to lie in 
it at full length, and Mr. Morris was hill in 
great pain, and without the ufe of his legs ; fo 
that the intrufion of the Armenian prevented 
his getting any fleep the whole night. Our 
boatmen were the moft civil Turks I ever met 
with/: one of them treated me with coffee; 
and, after an enquiry from what- quarter I was 
travelling, afked me if I was a Muflulman: as 
he was himfelf of that perfuafion, and, of 
courfe, intolerant towards all other religions, I 
thought it prudent to anfwer, that, by the 
blefling of God, I was. This converfation, 
which I began to fear might be pufhed to 
an unpleafant length, was interrupted by the 
Captain, who fharply reprimanded the failor 
for the liberty he took in queftioning me. 
Our fellow pafiengcrs were about forty in 
K 2 number. 
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number, and moftly of the Armenian natidrf* 
The weather was pleafant, and the water per¬ 
fectly fmooth; this,. indeed, is generally the 
cafe in the Propontis, or Sea of Marmora, which 
we were now navigating; and even when the 
wind is violent, it is feldom fd agitated, bqf 
that veflels are perfectly fafe. Having paffed 
by a clulter of fmall i(lands, we had a beauti¬ 
ful, but diftant, profpeCt of Conftantinople. 
We tl?en pafled near Kadi-Kieu, the ancient 
Calcedon; and eroding the Bofphorus, at 
eight o’clock at night arrived at Cdnftantino- 
ple. It was now too late to go on (hore, we 
therefore remained on board the boat till the 
next morning. ■ 

v 

May 13th. Mr. Morris Was uhabl'e to walk, 
and the narrownefs of the ftreets in Conftanti- 
nople does not allow the ufe of carriages • I 
therefore hired a man to carry him to the 
houfe of Mr. Humphreys, an Englifh mer¬ 
chant. This gentleman, and his whole family, 
treated us with fuch kindnefs and hofpitality, 
as was only to be found among our own coun¬ 
trymen. We found Major Macleod here, 

who 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



JOURNAL. 


*38 

who had arrived only two days before us. W,c 
; were foon informed that the plague had begun 
to rage in this city, and at Smyrna was very 
rife; but we were become fo accuftomed to, 
danger, that this fqourge of nations gave ys 
Jittle concern. . 

The city of Conftantinople is inhabited by 
Turks, Jews, Armenians, and Greeks: and it 
is a curious circumftance, that the plague is 
fcldom equally deftrudive to all thefe diffe¬ 
rent nations' at the fame time; its ravages are 
generally confined to one of them, while the 
reft, comparatively fpeaking, fuffer but little 
Jofs, 

’Some years ago, an inhabitant of the fhorcs 
of the Euxine fea, fucceffively cured feven 
hundred perfons of the plague, at Conftanti- 
. nople; and it was thought that he was in pof- 
feflion of a fpecific for that deftrudive malady. 
Some time after, the plague broke out again, 
and the phyfician was fent for; but notwith¬ 
standing the fingular efficacy of his remedies 
K 3 ow 
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on the former occafion, lie was now ^ound uti- 

' 

• able to relieve in a fingle oafe. 

The haEbour of Conftantinople, though one 
of the fineft and fafeft in the world, labours 
under a confiderable difadvantage, from its 
pofition; for as the -North wind almoft con- 
flantly blows in thefe quarters, and a ftrong 
current fets down the (ftraits from the-Black 
Sea, vellels are generally obliged to anchor in 
fome part 'of the Hellefpont, where they are 
fometirrres detained for two months, before 
the wind is fair for the port. To attempt to 
give an account of a place fo well known as 
the city of Conftantinople, would be ridicu¬ 
lous here, and greatly exceed the bounds I have 
propofed to myfelf in this Journal; I fhall 
therefore refer my reader to the many excellent 
accounts, which have been already publifhed 
of this celebrated metropolis. 

The war between the Turks and Imperial 
powers prevented our returning, as we origi¬ 
nally intended, by Vienna; we therefore took 
our paflage in a French fhip, bound to Triefte. 

By 
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By the ufe of medicine, and the kind treat¬ 
ment of our hofpitable entertainer at Conftan- 
tmople, Lieutenant Morris’s health was now 
pretty well reftored; and nothing remained 
but to recruit his ftrengtb. 

May r8th. We departed from. Conftanti- . 
nople at four o’clock in the evening. 

May 19th. We kept along the coaft of 
Europe, which was verdant and well cultivated, 
as far as Rodoflo, where we came to an- an¬ 
chor, at five o’clock in the evening. This is 
a pretty town, feated on the fide of a hill: 
here we continued taking in cotton till 

May 25th, in the morning, when we weigh¬ 
ed anchor: we did not make much way, oiv- 
’ ing to the Tlacknefs of the wind. We pafled 
the iftarvd of Marmora on our left hand, which 
has a hilly, barren appearance, and is little 
cultivated. The country on our right had. 
nearly the fame aipedt. 

May 26th. We pafled a (mall town, called 
Gallipoli, fituated on the ftraits of the lame 
K 4 name. 
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name, formerly tailed the Hellefpoim ' Ac 
four o’clock in the evening v we came to an an¬ 
chor at the Dardanelles, where there ~arc two 
forts, of no grtatcortfequence, for the defence 
of the ftraits; 'they are fituated oppofite to 
each other, ’and are the Seftos and Abydos of 
the ancients* At the Dardanelles all fhips, 
either' coming br going, are obliged to flop/ 
to take a pafs. Though the country, on both 
fides of the ftraits, is barren and hilly, they 
prefent a beautiful and romantic profpett, in 
which the diftant and fnowy top of Mount 
Olympus.is no inconfiderable pbjedt. 

May 27th. About fix o’clock in the morn* 
'ing we weighed anchor, and a Turkifh officer 
'came to us with our pafs: he did not .-comp 
' on board, "but delivered the papers -from- the * 
' end bf a (tick. As foon as we had received 
them, they were held fome time over the 
fmoak of a fire : thiscuftom has been adopted 
to prevent the communication of the plaguy, 
which was then doing much havock in the 
Neighbourhood of the Dardanelles. Soon'at. 
ter we had got .under way, we cam? .in fight 
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of’three batteries, at the entrance of the Heir 
lefpont, two of which are on the European, 
and the third on the Aiiatic fide of the ftrait: 
thefe were built by a French engineer; but^ 
though tolerably ftrong, they are unequal to 
prevent the paflage of an enemy’s fleet. 

We left 'the mbuth'of the ftraits, with the 
wind and current in our favour, and foon came 
in fight of the iflands of Tenedos and Ebros,, 
both on our right hand: we failed clofeto the 
fhore, which was once occupied by the famous 
city of Troy. The .country had a very fterile 
appearance, only producing a few rbu flies. As 
we approached Tenedos, we obferved a town 
on its eaftern fide, and an old caftle. About 
nine o’clock, A.M. we faw Lemnos; and at 
noon came in fight of Mytelene, formerly Lefl 
bos. At one o’clock, P.M. difcovered Scio 
on our left, and St. Strade on our right; and 
it fix defcried St. George. A fine fair breeze 
all day. 

May 28 th, Weather ftill fair. Saw Cape 
iDoro on the lSegrtfportt, towards the right, 
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and she Iffe of Andro, towards the left. At 
eleven o’clock, A.M. paflfed between them, 
when we faw Zea, Tirto, Sura, and Jura, part 
of the Cyclades. It is principally from thefe 1 
iflands that Fera of Conftantinopie id fupplied 
with Greek fervants. We obferved four-veflfeld 
at anchor at Zea, and fleered between that 
* iflafid and Ifala Longa. At three O’clock, 
F.M. we were abreafi of Termer, and in fight 
of Serfou. Ail thefe iflands, as well as the 
main land, are hilly, and have a fborile ap¬ 
pearance: the few fpots which appear to , be 
Cultivated, produce the vine. At eleven o'clock 
P.M. we palled St. George. 

May 29th. We were becalmed, having 
the iflartd of Pero, and the main land, in fight 
on our right; and Antimillo, Bella Pola, and - 
Faleoniera a-head. 

May 30th. Becalmed. We fpoke to a 
French frigate at fun fet. 

May 31ft: A very gentle breeze; Cavari iri 
fight in the morning; pafled it at eleven 
o’clock, P.M. 

June 
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June i ft. A calm. Cape Ange, Candia, 
and Cerigo, in fight, and Cavari clofe afterri. 
About five o’clock in the evening, difeovered 
three corfairs a-head, near Cape Ange. The 
French frigate we fpoke to the 30th ult. bore 
down to us, to dired us to be on our guard 
againft the corfairs ; we accordingly put up 
the dead lights. 

June ad. The wind was frefh, but from a 
foul quarter. At four o J clock, A.M. we clear¬ 
ed Cape Ange ; having Cerigo on our right, 
and Candia in fight a-head. All thefe iflands 
have a fterile, uncultivated appearance. The 
French frigate kept company with us, and 
the corfairs difappeared. 

June 3d. Saw the fnowy mountains of Can¬ 
dia, and of the Morea, having fome rocks be¬ 
tween Caiidia and Cerigo a-head. As' the 
wind was foul, we lay to this night, after 
clearing the rocks. 

June 4th. The wind continued contrary. 
And we weathered Cerigo, and at night flood 

in 
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in for the main land; we made little way 
this day. 

June 5th. The wind foul and ftrong; we 
tacked frequently in the gulph of Pagana, to 
clear Cape Matapan, but without effedt, and 
at night lay to under the land. We put up 
our dead lights, on account of two large boats 
and a brig, which we fuppofed were corfairs, 
and made ready our fmall arms, and loaded 
the guns, of which our veflel carried half a 
dozen, three and (ix pounders. 


June 6th. The wind abated, and became 
more favourable, which enabled us to clear 
Cape Matapan early in the morning: the land 
upon it is rooky and barren. At ten o’clock, 
A.M. the wind became foul, and blew fo 
ftrong from the North-Weft, that we were 
obliged to put back into the gulph of Pagana, 
in company with a Neopolitan brig. About 
fix o’clock, P.Ivt. it abated, and we put out 
again. 

June 
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June 7th. About two o'clock* A.M. the 
wind died away, and left a prodigious fwell. 
After two attempts to double Cape Matapan, 
We were obliged to return to the gulph of Pa- 
gana, owing to fqualls of wind and rain from 
the North-Weft, which came on violently to¬ 
wards the evening, and which were fucceeded 
by a calm. 

June 8th. The calm ,continuedj and’ in 
fpite of every effort we could make, the cur¬ 
rent drove us within a few yards of the rocks 
of Cape Matapan. We heaved the lead, but 
could find no 'bottom. In this diftrefs we 
took fuch precautions as occurred, to prevent 
our drowning, after the veflel fhould have 
ftruck againft the rocks; and, as I could not. 
fwim, I prepared to tie myfelf to an oar, as 
the only means that gave me a chance of pre¬ 
ferring my life. Juft as the veflel was on the 
point of ftriking, we let go the anchor, which, 
to our great joy and furprize, found bottom, 
and prevented her from driving any further. 
We were fo near the rocks, that fome wild 
Greeks, called Maniots, who were obferving 

us. 
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us, were fpoken to by one. of the paffeogers. 
As there was a Venetian man of wait at anchor 
at forue difta^ce from, us, we fired a. gu,n, as, a 
lignal of diftrefs; and in. about an hour’s. tune a 
boat with ten men came down to-our aflbtance. 
We got ready two- anchors to warp her off the 
Ihore; but when the Maniots perceived; that 
we were endeavouring to get the veffei away* 
they immediately fired upon us from the rock.; 
but, though they were at the diftance of a very 
few yards, the Chip’s company efcaped unhurt* 
A light breeze fpringing up, affifted us in our 
ftrenuous endeavours to get out of the reach 
of this new danger, which we at lafl; happily 
effeded, leaving the two anchors behind - us. 
Thefe Maniots are the inhabitants of the hills, 
who are not acceffible to the oppreflion and 
mfoleuce of the Turks: they are wretchedly 
poor, and generally addided to rapine and 
violence. We flood out to fea, in company: 
with the Venetian man of war, but in about twoj 
hours it began to blow again from the North- 
Weft, and continued ftormy the whole night. 

June 
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June 9th. The North-Weft wind costing 
ing to blow with greirt violence, we were 
obliged to return into the gulph of Pagana, 
where we anchored in a part of it called Nar- 
ganifo, near the village of Mardonis. Here 
there is a Greek church, and one or two 
houfes: the reft of the place confifts of wretch¬ 
ed huts, running up the fide of a rocky, bar-r 
ren hill. There'are fome of the remains of 
ancient Paliopolis tojae feen in the neighbour¬ 
hood, but the greater part of them have been 
fwallowed up by the lea. A Neopolitan brig 
is at anchor neat us. 

t 

June 10th. Our Captain went alhore, and 
brought back frelh water and provilions. 

June 1 ith. We weighed anchor at fun rife. 
Wind variable, and weather cloudy. This 
day was fpent in unfuccefsfijl attempts to work 
out of the gulph. 

June 12th. About ten o’clock, A.M. a 
hard gale of wind came on from the North- 
Weft, which obliged us to run to the North- 
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Eaft of Cerigo, to anchor under the fhelter of 
the high land: it continued blowing violently 
until nine o’clock, P.M. when it began to 
abate. 

June 13th. About noon we left Cerigo; 
with a fair breeze, which died away at four 
o’clock, P.M. The wind was afterwards .va¬ 
riable; and about midnight we came again 
a-breaft of Cape Matapan. 

June r4th. Spoke to two'French frigates 
in the morning. Wind variable. 

June 15th. Wind foul. 

June 16th. Wind continued foul. Lati¬ 
tude obferved 36—30. 

June 17th. Wind ftill foul. Latitude, by 
obfervation, 36—24. 

June 18th. Some witjd. In the morning 
Zante in fight to the Northward, and Stane- 
fane iflands to the South. In the evening, 

got 
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got off the mouth of the harbour of Zante. 
Latitude, by obfervation, 36—49. " 

June 20th. Made very little way during 1 
the night; but at feven o’clock, A.M. faw the 
iflands of Cephalonia and St. Maur a-head. 
Made the Northern extremity of Zante at fun 
fet. 

\ . 

June 21ft. At day break off the Southern 
extremity of Cephalonia: this ifland has a 
fertile appearance, and we obferved many 
houfes on the level ground between the hills 
and the fea. - 

June 22d. Off Cephalonia, with St. Maur 
in fight. 

June 23d. Becalmed. 

June 24th. At night got into a very fnug 
harbour at St.' Maur. We put up the dead 
lights, on account of two veflels we had ob¬ 
ferved as we entered the harbour,- and which 
had the appearance of corfairs. 

L June 
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June ^5 th. Wc took in water and, frefi^ 
provifions, and all went a (bore; it it cu^ 
rious to obferve, that though the inhabitants 
took, great care to avoid touching owe per&ps, 
for Tear of the infe&ion of the plague, they, 
very readily wafhed our linnen. There is, a 
■ fine, fpring of frefh water here, but the foil is 
almoft barren: a few fmall fpots only, by dint 
of labour, produce grain for the fubfiftence of 
the people. The Venetians are inafters of 
this, ifjand, which, though thinly, inhabited: 
and: little cultivated* is of fome value, on ac¬ 
count of. its excellent harbour, where veflcla. 
may lie fecure from the North-Weft wind, 
which prevails in thefe feas. 

June 26th. We left St. Maur early in the. 
morning, and faw the ifland of Ithaca, Great 
and Little Cephalonia on our left. We were 
becalmed in the evening, clofe to the weftern 
ihore of St. Maur. 

June 27th. Off St. Maurand Cephalonia, 

June 2 8th. We were in fight of the iflands 
of Corfu, Pafchu and Antipafchu. Latitude 

obferved 
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' obfcrved 39—24, with light and pleafant 
breezes. Almoft all the iflands on the weftern 
fide of Turkey in Europe are fubjetfl to the-^ 
Venetians: Corfu is the chief and mod fertile 
of them, and the refidence of a Governor Ge¬ 
neral, whofe jurifdi&ion extends to all the reft. 

June 29th. We were to the weftward of 
Corfu: very hot weather for thefe laft four 
days. 

June 30th. Saw the ifland of Fano. 

July 1 ft. In the morning we were two 
leagues to the fouthward of Fano; and at fun 
fet came clofe to the coaft of Italy, between 
Cape Otranto and Cape St. Maria. As it , 
now began to blow hard from the North-Weft, 
we were extremely anxious to get afhore; but 
the Captain reprefented to us, that if we land¬ 
ed here, the people might deftroy us on fuf- 
picion that we had the plague. Wethen fug- 
gefted Corfu as a place where we might per¬ 
form a (hort quarantine, which would enable us 
to pifs through Italy; but in fpite of the large 
L 2 offers 
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offers of reward we made him, he perfifted in 

ftarting fuch difficulties as obliged us to give 

up the fcheme. Nothing remained for us but 

to proceed with the fhip to Triefte, which the 

prevalency of the North-Weft wind in the 

gulph of Venice, would probably render a 

voyage both long and hazardous.' 

' » 

July 2d. We were two leagues to the North¬ 
ward of Fano, with Cape Lergafte, in Alba¬ 
nia, a-head of us. As the wind continued 
blowing violently from the North-Weft, we 
' were obliged to bear away for a little ifland, 
called Marlet, or Marifano. At two o’clock, 
P.M. we came to an anchor in a fmall bay, in 
which we found two Venetian veflels, which 
had been with us at St. Maur. . Marlet is a 
fmall, barren, Tandy ifland, and in a few 
places produces an inconliderable quantity of 
grain and pulfe, for the fubfiftence of the in¬ 
habitants. We took in water at this place. 

July 3d. The wind ftill blowing ftrong 
from the North-Weft, we remained at anchor. 

July 
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July. 4th: A light foutherly breeze fprung 
up, and we departed early in the morning; 
but about noon, when we had got between the 
iflands of Fano and Mandracha, it blew fo 
ftrongly from the North-Weft, that we were 
compelled to return to our anchorage at 
Marlet. 

* 

' J U V 5th. In the evening we weighed an¬ 
chor, with a South-Weft breeze, and failed 
between Marlet and the rocky, barren coaft 
of Albania, in company with the two Venetian 
veflels. At midnight the wind died away, 

- and we bore up for the land; but the feamen 
of the watch being aflecp, and the helmfman 
dozing, we got fo near the ftiore, that there 
was evident rifk of the veflel’s ftriking. Alarm- , 
cd at the danger, I immediately roufed the * 

man who was fleering, and we put about (hip 
juft in time to efcape being driven by the cur¬ 
rent on a ftiore, whofe inhabitants are as bar¬ 
barous and inhofpitable as thofe of Cape Ma- 
tapan. This was nor the firft opportunity I had 
had of obferving the negligence of French fea- 
men: the whole of our ftiip’s company were fre- 
L 3 quently 
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quently afleep in the night; and at all times 
there was generally fuch a want of difcipline, 
that the men at the wheel would carelefsly 
‘quit their ftation to fetch any thing they 
wanted, fo that the fhip would go about, or 
her fails be thrown in the wind. 

Jufy 6th. We had a fair wind all day, 
which advanced us confiderably on our voyage. 
We now enjoyed the exhilarating hope of 
reaching Triefte in four or five days. 

July 7th. The wind continued fair all night, 
but as fbon as it was day it began to fhift, and 
came gradually round to the North-Weft 
quarter. About fix o’clock, P.M. w^fawthc 
land about Cape Polignano, in Italy. 

July 8th. In the morning faw the co*ft of ■ 
Dalmatia, and in the evening that about Ca- 
tarro and Ragufa, with the ifland of Melida, 
where, according to fome writers, St. Paul 
landed, after his fhipwreck. 

. July. 
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July jtH. By fix o'clock this evening we 

4 

had worked to within a league of the town of 
Ragufa: this is a fmall, independent Repub¬ 
lic, arid was the Epidturus of the ancierits. 
The fort has not the appearance of any 
fifength, and the forrounding couhtry is hilly 
and barren. 

July ioth. The iflarids Of Melida, Au- 
gouftS* Curzole, and Sabioncella, were in 
fight to the Northward. r: 

July nth. We were clofe to the South¬ 
ward of Melida, with fcarcdy a breath of 
'tvind. . , 

July rath.' We had a gentle and fair breeze 
till eight o'clock, P.M. when we got between 
Au^oufta and Gurzole: the entrance of the 
channel Between thefe iflands is dangerous. On 
accobnt of i great number of loW rocks. Lifla 
is in fight to the North-Eaft. 

July 13th'. Came in fight of Lefnia, or 
Lefinai- to the Eafh 

. L 4 July 
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July 14th. Cleared the ifland of Curzole, 
and came clofe to the Southward of Lefnia. 

July i^thi In the morning between Lef¬ 
nia and LiiTa ; and at one o’clock, P.M. paf- 
fed clofe to the Eaftern fide of Lifla, where 
we obferved a fmall town, and a harbour. 

July 16th. The fhip’s company had be¬ 
come very difeontented, on, account of their 
being now reduced to a fliorf allowance of 
water and provifions j the Captain, therefore, 
determined to take in a fupply of thofe necef- 
fary articles at Lefnia: for this purpofe we put 
about Ihip, and at two o’clock, P.M. caft 
anchor in the harbour of Lefnia. We found 
here a neat town, which, though very fmall, 
contained five or fix churches. As water is 
fcarce at this place, we paid for the fup¬ 
ply we wanted. Lefnia, as well as the neigh¬ 
bouring iflands, appears to be rocky, and un¬ 
productive. ' 

July 17th. I went afhore, but was not 
permitted to walk into the town, on account 

of 
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of my coming from a place infe&ed with the ’ 
plague. At eight o’clock, P.M. we weighed 
anchor. 

July 18th. The wind being contrary, we 
were in the morning to the Southward of Lef- 
nia and Lilia; but working up in the evening, 
got to the Northward of them. 

July 19th. The wind being from the 
North-Weft, we had fallen back during the 
night as far as LilTa, but made fome welling 
during the day. 

July aoth. Clofe to Ifola Longa. 

July 21ft was Ipent in working up along 
Jlola Longa: 

July 22d. Still working up againft the 
% wind. Saw at a diftance a high mountain, on 
the ifland of OfTero j and palled a well culti¬ 
vated little ifland, on which there was a 
church. I was informed that thole who die 
here, are always carried to fome other place 

for 
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for interment, on account of a fuperftitioiis 
Action among the inhabitants, that the fpirits 
of thofe who are buried in the ifland do not 
reft. 

July 23d. Becalmed. 

July 24th. Still becalmed.- 

July 25th. The wind foul. , . 

July 26th. We had a fair Win 3 , which 
brought us near Trieft£j but in the evening 
it chopped about, and blowing very ftrong, 
obliged us to come to an anchor in a fmall 
bay, near the town of ferang, which is built 
in a. femicircular form, clofe to the water’s 
edge. ' / . 

July 27th; We weighed anchor at noon, 
and a fair breeze wafted' us toTriefte; but we 
arrived at too late amftour to go oft ffione that 
rti gKt. - ■ 

July 28th. In the morning all' the Slip’s 
company were earned oft fhore, to’be examin¬ 
ed 
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ed bya PKyfician reQjedting theftate of our 
health. Wc were then fworn as to thecir- 
cumftances of our voyage, and the places we ; 
had touched at. In the evening Major Mac- 
leod; Lieutenant Morris, and myfelf, took 
up.oqr quarters tin the Lazaretto, to perform 
a quarantine of forty-two days. 

After a few days flay in the Lazaretto, as we 
were all in perfect health, we petitioned to 
have part of the quarantine remitted to us, 
which was granted, and the term of our con¬ 
finement limited to thirty-five days. Thofe 
who, like us, have performed a long and ha¬ 
zardous journey towards their native country, 
will eafily conceive thetedioufnefs of the qua¬ 
rantine, as well as the joy with which we re¬ 
ceived our- difcharge. 

MiqorMacieod' was felicitous to get as foon • 
as poflible to England, therefore took the di¬ 
rect road to Oftend? hut Mr. Morris and my- 
felf, being- defirous of feeing Venice, which * 
could detain us only a few days, propofed to 
take that city in our route. The fhorteff paf- 

fage 
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fage from Triefte to Venice is by water; but 
we had already experienced fo much of the 
ficklenefs of the elements, that we determined 
to truft to them as little as poflible; and on 

Sept. ill. at fix o’clock in the evening, fet 
out for Venice in a poll chaife. As we were 
entirely ignorant of the Italian language, and 
were unprovided with an-interpreter, the inn¬ 
keepers on the road made us pay double the 
ufual price for our meals, as well as the hire 
of the poll horfes. At one place the pod 
matter refufed to let us have horfes, unlefs we 
produced the bill of the former ftage, that he 
might fee to what amount we had been im- 
pofed upon, and thus regulate his own charges. 

I pretended to have loft this papers but as 
he infolently declared we Ihould not depart, 
even on foot, till he faw it, I was, much 
againft my inclination, compelled to produce it. 

Sept. 3d. We reached Venice about three 
o’clock in the afternoon, and put up at the . 
Regina d’lnghilterra, where we met with very 
civil treatment. 

Sept. 
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Sept. 4th. We indulged our curiofity with 
the fight of fuch things as are mod worthy of 
notice at Venice. 

This day ttfo packets arrived from India, 
overland and, as we were fervants of the In¬ 
dia Company, Mr. Richie, the Britilh Conful, 
entrufted them to our care, requefting us to 
ufe the utmoft expedition in conveying them 
to England: we accordingly'fet out imme¬ 
diately, and in nine days arrived at Oftend. 
We were furprized at the difference we found 
between the Italian and German poll matters; 
for, from the firft ftage in the German domi¬ 
nions, till our arrival in Oftend, we did not 
fuffer, in a Angle inftance, the fmalleft degree 
of impofition. 

4 

We could not depart immediately for Eng¬ 
land, on account of the wind, which was con¬ 
trary; and horfes to Calais were not to be 
procured, being engaged to carry the fwarms 
of people who were going to fee the camps at 
St, Omers: we were obliged to wait here till 

Sept. 

4 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



jtjft JOURNAL 


Sept. 15 th. The wind was fair, and we 
hired a boar, which was to land us either at 
Dover or Margate, as fhould be found moft 
convenient. Captain Forbes, who had the 
command of an Eaft Indiaman, at Offend, 
took his paffage with us. We fet fail at ten 
o’clock, A.M. with a- pleafant brecae; but, 
towards night, the wind began to fhift to a 
foul quarter: at this time Captain Forbes fuf-, 
petted we were in fhoal water, on the Good¬ 
win lands; and, as there was no lead Oit 
board, the boatmen tied a ftone to the end of 
a; rope, with which they founded, and found 
but too much reafon for Captain Forbes's 
fufpicions. In fett, we were in fhallow water; 
and the fea ran - fo high, that if the' bdat had 1 
ft ruck, her bottom would have been infallibly' 
knocked out. We were in this fituation 
for three hours, till we got" into Margate 
roads: having landed, and refreshed oflrfdveS* 
at Margate, we fet our immediately for Lon¬ 
don, where wfe arrived, and- delivered the"* 
packets entrufted to US, in the afternoon of 
September 16th. 

I was 



♦ 
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I was now happily atthe end of a dangerous 
and difficult journey, in which lwae> engaged 
for twelve months ; and fixteen day$w 


I T I N E R A It Y. 

ROUTE and DISTANCE of PLACES, 

PROM 

PALAMCOTTft to OSTEND, &c. &c. 

v 

i 

Computed 
Engliih Miles* 

Fipra Palamcorn 


> Calcade 

20 

N.B. Theroadhy 

Aramnc 

22 

Calcade isi not 

Cotate 

7 

the fhorteft way 

Colache 

*5 

to A rapine. 

Pooar 



Polythoor 

ii 


Anjango 

16 


Quilon 

20 

\ 



126 



From 
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From Bussora , 

Combated 

EngUin Miles. 

V 

To Corny 

65 


Aija 

IDO 


Semeya 

95 


Sebay 

30 


Lemloon 

30 


Dewanee 

27 


Khufcufea 

30 


Hill a 

38 

' 


415 

Hours. 

From Hilla 



To Mahavil 

12 

4 

Scande©i 

12 

4 

Beranofs 

7 

2 20 

Azad 

6 

2 

Bagdad 

13 

4 20 


50 

16 40 



Brought 
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% 


Computed 

Miles. 

Hours. 


Brought mer 

5° 

16 40 

From Bagdad 



i 

To Yankja 

21 

7 

2 

Delyabbas 

42 

14 

3 

Kufcadawrie hills 6 

2 

4 

Narin river 

9 

3 

5 

Karatapa 

IS 

£ 

6 

KufFrie 

21 

7 

7 

• Toufcourmartee 

24 

8 

8 

,Taook 

21 

7 

9 

Tepellee 

9 

3 

lO 

Kircook 

18 

6 

u 

Alton KufFrie 

24 

8 

12 

Evril 

30 

10 

*3 

Ankava 

3 

1 

14 

Killick&Zarp river21 

7 

*5 

Hafir river 

6 

2 

l6 

Karakoolh 

6 

2 

>7 

Mosul, 

18 

6 - 

l8 

TerftofF • 

IS 

s S 



359 

119 40 


M Brought 
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Computed 

Miles. 

Hours'* 


Brought over 

359 

119 4a 

J 9 

Aflee 

30 

IO 

20 

A river 

9 

3 

21 

Jesseera 

21 

7 

22 

■ Arab encampment 27 

9 

9‘ 

2 3 

Nilibin 

30 

10 

24 

Arm 

3 a 

10 

25 

Mardin 

6 

2 

26 

Diarbekir 

54 • 

18 

27 

Argena 

42 

14 

2a 

Medan 

18 

6 

29 

Village in Quenk 30 

10 

30 

Karpoot 

1 Z 

4 

3 * 

Medan 

30 

10 

32 

Cherin 

30 

IO 

33 

A village 

6 

2 

34 

Haflan Chillibee 30 

to 

35 

Hadgee Khan 

21 

7 

36 

Deledletas 

27 

9 

37 

Sivas 

30 

IO 



842 

280 40 




Brought 
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Computed 

Mijes. 

Hours. 


Brought over 

842 

' 280'40 

From Sivas 



38 To Karkoon 

33 

11 

39 

Tokat 

33 

11 

40 

Affin 

2l 

7 

4 i 

AmasIa 

42 

>4 

42 

Marsiwan 

27 

9 

43 

Ofmanjike 

42 

14 

44 

Hadjee Hamza 

24 

8 

45 

Tosia 

27' 

9 

46 

Cojifate 

• 27 ' 

9 

47 

Carachurin 

2* 

7 

48 

Corregelar 

12 

4 

49 

Serkees 

12 

4 

5° 

Bainder 

18 

6 

5 1 

Jeredare 

21 

7 * 

52 

Bo LI 

30 

10 

53 

Dufchea 

30 

10 

54 

Hindak 

24 

8 

55 

Sabanja 

36 

12 , 



1322 

44O 40 


M 2 

Brought 
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Computed 

Miles. 

Hour# 


Brought over 

1322 ' 

44O 4O 

56 

Ism it 

18 

6 

57 

Jebifa 

3 ° . 

10. 

58 

•Scutari 

30 

iof 

59 

Constantinople 





1400 

466 4O 


* Here we crofled the Bofphorus. 

+ The diftance to a place in Turkey is computed by the 
, number of hours which the caravans employ in travelling to 
it. A caravan hour is, on an average, three EngHlh 
miles, unlefs the road is very bad, or paifes through a 
mountainous country. 
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ROUTE from TRIESTE by VENICE 
to OSTEND. 

/ 

From Triefte 

To Venice 140 Miles. 

Maeftri 
Trevifo 
Caftel Franco 
Balfano 
Primolano 
Borgo Valfugano 
Pergini 
Trento 
St. Michel 
Saborno 
Neimark 
Enga 
Balzano 
Teutfchcn 
Col man 

> 20 \ 

M 3' Brought 


it Pofts from Vc 
14. nice to Oftend. 


2 

2 


IT 


IT 


I 

l 

I 

l 

1 


* 
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Brought over 

\ 

Brixen 

Mittewald 

Struzengen 

Brener 

Steinich 

Schenberg 

Inspruck 

Dortembach 

Payenvis 

Nazareith 

Lermes 

Heiderwang 

Fuflen . 

Savienafter 

Briuk . 

Peflen 

Hurlach 

Augsburg 

Mdthengen 


Ports. 

20T 

I 

I 

X 

I 

I 

I 

I Capital city of 

1 Tirol. 

2 
? 

\ t 

l 

I 

I 

l 

l 

l 

I 4 

i Capital of Swabia. 

i 

i? 

4 ? 


Brought 
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Pofts. 

Brought over 


Donawert 

It 

Nordling 

it 

Denkelpil 


Kreilthcim 

n . 

Blawfeldon 

IT 

Mergenthen 

li 

Bifcaffsein 

I 

Miltemberg 

2 

OfchafFcnburg 

2 Here begirisFran- 

Detingen 

1 conia. 

Hanaw 

1 

Franckfort 

1 

Koninftein 

1 

Werges 

I7 

J^aimburg 

1 

17 

Walmaroth 

I 

Freiting 

1 

17 

Gulroth 

I 

Weyerbufch 

H 

. w 

67 


M 4 Brought 
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• Polls. 


Brought over 

- 67 

Ikcrate 

IT 

Cipruis 

2 

Cologne 

2 

Bergen 

if 

JULIERS 

I 

Aix 

it 

Maestricht 

2 

Tongem, 

I. 

St. Trend 

IT 

Tirlemont 

2 

Louvain 

2 

Brussels 

3 

Afche 

It 

Aloft 

it 

Quadregt 

if 

Ghent 

1 

Alter 

2 


95$ 


Brought 
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Polls. 

Brought over 

95* 

Bruges 

a ■ ... 

OSTEND 

2 


99* 

N. B. A German poft is eftimated at twelve 

Englilh mil6s. 

\ , 
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O BS E R V A T I O N S 

On the Paflage from India commonly called 
•over Land. j 

T HE public fervice, as well as the intereft 
of many individuals, is materially con¬ 
cerned in the knowledge of what may be the 
bell and mod expeditious route Between India 
and this country. I {hall not wafte, the time 
of my readers by advancing arguments in fup- 
port of a pofition fo univcrfally admitted as 
this is. I fhall content myfelf with remind¬ 
ing them of a fadt, too melancholy to have 

been entirely forgotten, and which alone is a 
fufficient proof of the importance of a fpeedy 
conveyance to our fettlements in the Eaft. 

At the condufion of the late war, in Janu¬ 
ary 1783, advices were fent to India of the 
cefiation of hoftilities both round the Cape of 

* As this expreiiion, though extremely incorrefl, is war¬ 
ranted by general ufe both in converfation and in writ¬ 
ing, I prefume that the reader will not require an apology 
for its having been adopted in this work. 

Good 
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Good Hope, and over the great defert of 
Arabia; but through the delays, to which 
conveyances by thofe routes are unavoidably 
fubjedt, the defpatches were not received at 
Madras ’till the beginning of July. On the 
13th and 25th days of the preceding month, 
fix months after the date of the preliminary 
articles, above two thoufand gallant men loft 
their lives in engagements betw een the French 
and Britifh forces at Cuddalore, befide thofe, 
who fell in the adtion between the two fleets 
about the fame time. This unneceflary effufion 
of blood would have been prevented, if Go¬ 
vernment, or the India Company had pof- 
fefled fuch information on the fubjedt of the 
route to India, as would have enabled them 
to have tranfmitted earlier advice to their offi¬ 
cers of the important event of the peace. 

I lhall now proceed to thebufipefs, of this 
paper, which is to point out, as concifely as 
poffible, the fuperiority of the route by Con, 
flantinople over thofe by Aleppo and Cairo, 
which are confiderably more expenfive of time 
and money, without affording any greater fe- 

cDrity 
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curity to the perfon of the traveller, than that 
which I am about to recommend. 

The moft ufual courfe of thofe, who now 
come from India over land, is by the great 
defert df Arabia, over which they pafs with 
the caravans from Buffora to Aleppo and 
Latichea, at which latter place they embark 
for fome port of Italy or France. To thofe, 
who travel with much baggage, or who are 
unable to encounter fatigue, this route will 
certainly be found convenient ; as a nuiqber 
of camels and horfes may always be procured, 
proportionable to the quantity of baggage 
the traveller carries w ith him ; but to thofe, 
who are charged with public delpatches, or 
whofe affairs require expedition and econo¬ 
my, this, perhaps, is the leaf! fuited of any. 
The rimes when caravans fet out to crofs the 
great defert are uncertain, and rarely occur 
above once or twice in a. year; and, at the 
flow rate, at which loaded camels travel, they 
feldom perform their journey under fifty 
days. If to this you add the tedious naviga¬ 
tion of the Levant feas, in which northerly 
' winds 
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winds prevail three fourths of the year, it will 
be pretty evident, that this paflage from 
India will engage the traveller for at lead 
nine months. 

Another mode of eroding the defert* is to 
hire a guard of forty or fifty men, with whom 
you fet out without waiting for a caravan. 
This method appears to me the mod ineligi¬ 
ble of any ; the great expence to which this 
mode of travelling muft be fubjedt, is too 
obvious to need any particular detail; nei¬ 
ther is it neceflary to dwell on the well 
known rilk of being attacked by the Arab 
plunderers, who in parties of two or three 
hundred infeft the defert. 

A third mode of crofling the defert is with 
four or five Arab guides; this, I muft con- 
fefs, appears to me preferable to the others : 

* The paflage over the great defert is almofl impra&i- 
cable from the end of April ’till the end of Auguft, 
on account of the parching heat of the dimate, which 
few Englilh conftitutions are able to endure. 

the 
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On account of the cheapnefs and quicknefs of 
the journey, which may be performed in thi* 
manner in twenty-two or twenty-three days* 
but it is incompatible with the carrying any 
large quantity of baggage. 

The pafiage up the Red Sea, and over the 
little defert to Cairo, and from thence down 
the Mediterranean, has been lately recom¬ 
mended as more expeditious than the for* 
mer; this I believe, would be really the cafe* 
if the winds were favourable; bpt the faeft 
is, that northerly winds prevail in thofe feas, 
at lead ten months of the year; except in 
that part of the Red Sea, which is within the 
Tropic; befide the navigation of the Red Sea* 
is replete with danger and difficulty, which 
may eventually occafion a greater Iofs of time, 
than the more flow, but more certain paf- 
fage over the great defert. However, pack- 


* I am allured by perfons of great naval experience, 
that veflels are fometimes four or five months working 
op to Suez. 
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ets might be forwarded to India by this 
route with as much celerity, perhaps, as by 
any other; but if fent from India this way, 
muft be liable to great and unavoidable delay. 

The route I Ihould recommend, in prefer¬ 
ence to the two already mentioned, would 
be up the Perfian gulph to Buffora, and from 
thence by the Euphrates in a boat as far as 
Hilla; then to Bagdad, and from this laft 
place, with a Tatar or Courier, by Diarbe- 
kir to Conftantinople : inftead of embarking 
here I would proceed by land through Vien¬ 
na to Oftend ; fo as to be independent of all 
the contingencies to which the navigation of 
the Mediterranean is liable. The whole of 
the pafiage from 'India, might thus be per¬ 
formed in a much fhorter time than ufual* 
and packets defpatched this route to India 
might reach Bombay in fixty-two days; pro¬ 
vided the traveller can bear fatigue, will con¬ 
tent himfelf with fuch baggage only as is 
eflentially requifite, and fubmit, for a fhort 
time, to the Turkifh cuftoms and manner of 

living; 
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living: this, I muff confefs, would not be 
agreeable to an unpraftifed perfon, and, I 
Should imagine, would not be attempted with¬ 
out very powerful inducements. The advan¬ 
tages of this route are numerous j the travel¬ 
ler, at a fmall expence, is provided with pro- 
vifions, and fuffers no delay in waiting 'till a 
caravan can be formed, or efcorts col left ed : if 
he travels unincumbered with any other bag¬ 
gage, befide his mere neceflaries, he avoids be¬ 
ing detained on the road by Cuftom-houfe offi¬ 
cers, and offers no temptation to robbers, who 
in this country are feldom guilty of violence 
for a fmall booty. The face of the coun¬ 
try from Buffora to Conftantinople is greatly 
diverfified, and prefents the curious traveller 
with a variety of productions, cuftoms, climates, 
and romantic profpefts, which, by engaging 
the mind, beguile the length of the journey; 
it alfo abounds in the neceflaries of life, and 
in that eflential article, water, the want of 
which has been fometimes fo painfully ex¬ 
perienced by the Caravans of the defert. 

From 
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From Conftantinople it is preferable to 
continue the route by land through Vienna 
to Oflend, which is practicable in a . Ibort 
time, without any great inconvenience; and 
obviates the delay of waiting for a veil'd, which 
is afterward to be expofed to the cafualties 
of a voyage of no inconfiderable length. 

s 

From England you may reach Vienna in 
ten days, and Conftantinople, I prefume, in 
fifteen days more; from thence you may 
go to Bagdad by Diarbekir in twelve days, 
and from Bagdad to Buffora*, in a light boat 
along the Tigris, in four days. If a veffel is 
ready there to receive you, Bombay may be 
reached in twenty-one days. 

This, I am perfuaded, is perfectly practicable, 
if our Minifters, and Refidents at the different 


* I imagine that the journey from Aleppo to Buffora 
over the defert, would be much fooncr performed, if 
the traveller was to make directly for the Euphrates, 
and there take boat to go down the river to Buffora. 

N places. 
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places, make.ufcof their influence in-prevent¬ 
ing unnecefiary delays, and the perfon charged 
with the packet is rewarded according to the 
, diligence he has {hewn in the performance of 
the journey. 
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INSTRUCTIONS 

FOR PERFORMING THE JOURNEY FROM 

INDIA, 

Through ASIA MINOR, 

To CONSTANTINOPLE. 


T HOSE who intend to take this route, 
Ihould be at BulTora before the end of 
March, in order to avoid the dangerous heats 
of the fummer, as well as to travel in a feafon 
proper for the paflage of the high mountains 
of Natolia. For this purpofe they ihould en¬ 
deavour to procure a paflage from Bengal^ 
Madras, or Bombay, dire<fl to Buflbra. The 
trade between India and this place is fo incon- 
fiderable, that, though the Company’s crui- 
zers occafionally fail thither with packets from 
Bombay, the finding a paflage is extremely 
precarious; it would therefore be advifeable 
N 3 to 
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to freight a veflel (which might be fold with 
advantage .at tjhe conclusion of the voyage) 
with rice, or fuch other merchandife as would 
anfwer well at Buflbra, in preference to the 
rifk and delay of embarking on board the 
Arab Dingies, or Dows, fpr Mu feat. The 
navigation of the Perfian Gulph, and' the 
mouth of the Euphrates, though, not fo dan¬ 
gerous as that of the Red Sea, is, however, 
difficult and tedious, from the prevalency of 
the North-Weft winds, which blow here 
nine months in the year: the moft favourable 
tnonths are December, January, and Ijobiu- 
ary’; and if ipay be performed by veflels, 
which go dirceft to. Buflora,. in lefs than one 
month; but thofe that touch at Mufcafc and 
Boufhier, are ufually forty days on theip 
paflage. 

* 

At Buflbra you will purchafe provifions for 
feven or eight days; and.having hired a light 
boat, manned by feven Arabs, you will eafily 
reach Hilla in that time. I was myfelf fixteen 
days in performing this part of the journey, 
owing to the largenefs of my boat, which, 

being 
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being laden With date's, and drawing much 
water, was frequently a-ground: you will, 
therefore, be particularly cautious that the 
Boat you engage is of a fmall fize, and that' 
it- carries neither merchandife nor Baggage; 
you will otherwife be fubjedt to the moft vex-' 
atious delays, from Cuftom-houfe officers, 
&c. and tempt the attacks of the Arabs, who 
ihhabit thd banks of the river. When you 
arrive at Hilla, by means of a letter from the 
Englifh Refident at Buffora to the Governor,you 
will obtain horfes to carry you to Bagdad, fifty 
miles diftant, where you will be eafily convey¬ 
ed in one day, if you are tolerably well mount¬ 
ed, or change your horfe on the road. 

A't Bagdad I would rid myfelf of all fuper- 
fluous baggage, referving only the articles 
mentioned in the following lift; thofe which 
are not in immediate ufe, fhould be. put 
up in a Turkilh leathern bag, made like 
a common tobacco pouch, which is more 
eafily filled, and more conveniently faftened 
to the faddle than a portmanteau; it is alfo 

frequently 

N 3 
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frequently found ufefiil as a pillow. This bag 
you may purchafe at Bagdad. 

A fhort Turkilh jacket and waiftcoat: th* 
long garments of the Turks are heavy and un¬ 
comfortable in travelling, 

Turkilh trowfers; but made confiderably 
narrower than is ufual, and worn over a pair 
of flannel drawers; as it is very important to 
health to keep the body warm. 

A thick boat cloak, lined with flannel: the 
baize ufually made ufe of for this purpofe is 
improper, becaufe the Turks do not like to 
fee Chriftians in garments of either red or 
green, which were the favourite colours of 
Mahomet. 

i 

Six Ihirts. ' 

Two or three pair of ftockings. 

One pair of breeches, one wailtcoat, one. 
coat of a thin cloth. 

One 


Digitized by 


Google 



INSTRUCTIONS. &c. 183 

One pair of flioes and buckles. 

One thick flannel waiftcoat, to wear when 
you pafs the mountains. 

A fmall quantity of tea, fugar, and coffee. 

A Japan mug, to drink out of; to be car¬ 
ried in the pocket. 

A fmall tin tea pot. 

A fmall tin boiler, with a moveable handle, 
for the purpofe of warming water for tea, or 
making coffee. 

Two fafhes} one to be tied round the body, 
the other to be ufed occafionally, to protedl 
the head and neck from the fun, or,cold 
winds. 

A Turkifh cap. 

A pair of plain holfler piftols. 


A pair 
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A pair of faiaii ditto,. tw be carried i*rf the 
breaft. 

broad fword. 

A Turicifli feddlfe arid bridle ; becatife Eng- 
lifh articles of that kind excite a troublefome 
curiofity in the people, who; at- the fame'tirtie, 
are ignorant of the manner of putting them orij 

A pair of Turkifh boots: 

Should you find it- inconvenient to carry 
with you all the articles named in this lift; you 
may eafily leave thofe out which are the.leaft 
effential; and, indeed, the fmaller your bag¬ 
gage is, .the lefs- rifle you incur during the 
whole journey; for all the accidents I -have- 
heard of in this country have arifen from tht* 
temptation held out to the Arabs, by the’ ap¬ 
pearance of much baggage, or merchandife. 

It will be prudent to have all your agree¬ 
ments with boatmen, Tatars, &c. explicitly 

written. 
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written, in order that you may not be liable to 
demands for prefents, Cuftom-houfe duties, 
or any other incidental charges; and on the 
journey to appear neither rich nor poor, Aat 
you may. equally avoid extortion and con¬ 
tempt*. I cannot fufficiently dwell on the 
neceflity of your oppofing any attempt of the 
Tatar to take merchandife under his charge 
to Conflantinople; for, Ihoirld this be the 
cafe, you will be frequently detained for want 
of a fufficient number of horfes to carry it; 
and it will be fometimes necelfary to wait till 


* If you once comply with the importunities of thofe 
who may folicit prefents from you, the fame of your libe¬ 
rality will travel before you to Conftantmople; and unlels 
you are content to be inceffantly teized, you will be put to* 
great additional ^xpence. It would not be prudent to at¬ 
tempt fo long a journey, without a fmall fum of money 
in Venetian fequins, which, on account of their being 
very portable, and current in every country on the route 
from India to England, are to be preferred to any other 
coin: nothing, however, but neceflity (hould compel the 
traveller to fhew that he has calh about him. 

guard# 
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guards can be collected to convey you through 
certain dangerous pafies. 

A fervant may be procured at Bufiora or 
Bagdad, who can fpeak French or Italian, 
and will interpret for you on the road j and, 
with no greater incumbrance than the lift of 
neceflary articles I have juft given, you will 
reach Conftantinople in twelve, or fixteen 
days. 

The Konacs, fo often mentioned in the 
preceding Journal, are a kind of inns, or poft- 
hoyfes, in which the Tatars put up. On your 
arrival at them£ you are fupplied with a mat- 
trefs and pillow, but no covering, which 
ftiews the neceffity of the cloak I have inferted 
in the lift of neceflaries for the journey: while 
• you are on horfeback, it fhould be placed on 
the laddie under you, to anfwer the purpofe of 
a culhion, on which the Tatars frequently ride, 
to prevent being galled*. 

I hope 

* Horfet are maintained on every road in Turkey, at 
tbe cxpcnce of Government, to carry the Tatars, who arc 

charged 
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I hope it will not be thought trifling, to re¬ 
commend the frequent ufe of ablutions, either 
with cold or warm water, as a prefervative 
from the fretting of the fkin, which, in fo 
long a journey, would be productive of infi¬ 
nite pain and trouble. 

In almoft every town in Turkey there are 
warm baths, jvhich are a great luxury and re- 
frelhment to the weary*traveller: but I would 
advife you to ufe them with caution; becaufe 
experiments on the conftitution are dangerous 
in a country, where, in cafe of ficknefs, nei¬ 
ther advice nor attendance are to be pro¬ 
cured. 


charged with public defpatches; and fuch travellers, as are ' 
iupplied with pafles, and other neceflary documents, by the 
Bafhaw of the place from whence they fet out. Thefe were 
the horfes we rode from Bagdad to Conftantinople. 


FINIS. 
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